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LEONARD, Grorcr, LL. D., died at Rayn- 

ham July 26, 1819, aged 90. Born in Boston, he 
graduated at Harvard jn 1748. He was a de- 
scendant of Judge Thomas Leonard, on whom, 
after his death in 1713, S. Danforth published an 

_ eulogy. His father was Col. George I., a judge 
of probate and of the common pleas. He him- 

"* self sustained the same offices, and was one of 
the first members of congress under the constitu- 
He was a man of wealth. His ancestors 

were as follows: Lennard, Lord Dacre, created 

a baron in 1297; James and Henry Leonard set- 
tled at Raynham in 1652, and built the first forge 

in America. Henry removed to New Jersey. 

Of the great ages attained by this family, it is 
44 Stated that in 1793 if was known that one had 

_ died aged 100, two over 90, seventeen over 80, 

** and fifty-three over 70. Thirteen had graduated | 
jat Cambridge. James L. lived in friendship with 

| King Philip. Among his descendants were 
Judge Daniel Leonard. of Bermuda, Judge 

Ward Chipman of New Brunswick, Judge Wilde 

of Massachusetts, L. White, Lieut.-Goy. Cobb, 
and Dr. Howard. | Rin et 2s AS 
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AN ADDRESS, &e. 


HE profpeé&t which has for fome time exifted, and 
f which is now bappily,realized, of a fuccefsful 1¢r- 


mination of the war, together with the critical 
exigencies of public affairs, have made it the duty. 


of Congrefs. to review and provide for the debts which the _ 


war has left upon the United States, and to look forward to 
the means of obviating dangers which may interrupt the har- 
mony and tranquility of the confederacy. The refult of 
their mature and folemn deliberations on thefe great objects 


is contained in their feveral recommendations of the 18th , 


inftant, herewith tranfmitted. Although thefe recommenda- 
tions {peak themfelves the principles on which they are founded, 
as well as the ends which they propofe, it wil! not be improper 
to enter into a few explanations. and remarks, in order to place 
in a ftronger view the neceflity of complying with them, 

The firft meafure recommended is, effectual provifion for the 
debts of the United States. The amount of thefe debts, as 
far as they can now be afcestained, is 42,000,375 dollars, 
as will appear by the fchedule No.1. To difcharge’ the 
principal of this, aggregate debt at once,or in any fhort period, 
is evidently not within the compafs of our refources; and 
eyen if it could be accomplifhed, the eafe of the community 
would, require that the debt itfelf thould be left to a courfe 
of gradual extinguifhment, and certain funds be provided for 
paying io the mean time. the annual intereft. The amount of 


the anoual intereft, as will appear by the paper laft referred to, — 


it computed to be 2.415.956. dollars. Funds, therefore, 
which will certainly and pun@ually produce this annual fam, 
at leaft, muft be provided. si 

In devifing thefe funds, Congrefs did not overlook the 
mode of fupplying the common treafury, provided by the 


atticles of confederation; but, after the moft refpectful con- — 


fideration of that mode, they. were conftrained to regard it 
as inadequate and inapplicable, to the form into which the 
“public debt muft be thrown... The. delays and. uncertainties 
dacident to a revenue to be eftablifhed and collected from time 

to 
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fo time by thirtéen independent authorities, is at fir view 
irreconcileable with the punctuality effeatial in the difcharge 
“of the intereft of a national debt. Qur own experience, after 
making every allowance for tranfient impediments, has been a 
fufficient illuitration of this truth. Some departure, there- 
fore, in the recommendations of Congrefs, from the feederal 
conftitution was unavoidable ; but it will be found to be as 
{mall a3 could be reco cifed with the obje& in view, and to 
be fupported befides by folid confiderations of intereft and 

~ found policy. Se elt Sed or 
The- fund which firft prefented itfelf on this, as it did on 
. a former occafion, was a tax on imports. The reafons which 
recommended this branch of revenue, have heretofore been 


ftited in an aét, of which a copy, No 2, is now forwarded, . 


and need not be here repeated —_Jt will fuffice to recapitulate, 
that taxes on confumption are always leaft burdenfome, be- 
~ eaufe they are lealt felt. and ate borne too by thofe who are 
_ both willing and able to pay them; that of all taxes on con- 
fumption. thofe on foreign commerce are moft compatible 
with the genius and policy of free ftates; that from the relative 
pofitinns of fome of the more commercial ftates, it will be 
impoffible to bring this effential réfource into ufe without a 
concerted uniformity + that this uniformity cannot be con- 
. eerted throuh any channel fo properly as through Congrefs, 
nor for any purpole fo aptly as for paying the debts of a 
revolution, from which an unbounded freedom has atcrued 
to commerce ; 
‘In renewing this propofition to the ftates, we have not been 
unmindful of the objections which heretofore fruftrated the 
unanimous adoption of it. We have limited the duration-of 
‘the revenue to the term of 25 years ; and we have left to the, 
ftates tlemfelves the appointment of the officers who are to 
colle it. If the ftri maxims of national credit alone were 


to be con‘ulted, the revenue ought manifeftly to be coexiftent ° 


with the object of it, and the collection placed in every refpet 
under that auwchority which is to difpenfe the former, and is 
refponfible for the latter. Thefe relaxations will, we traft, 
be regarded on oie hard as the effect of a difpofition in Cone 
~ grefs to atiénd at all times to the featiments of thofe whom 
they ferve. and on the other hand, as proof of their anxious 
defire that provifion may be made in fome way orother for 
an honourable and juft fulfilment of the engagements which 
4 Wey have formed. © To 


: or ae, } 
To render this fund as produttive as poffible, and at the - 
fame time to narrow the room for collufions and frauds, it has 
~ begn judged an improvement of the plan, to recommend a 
Geral duty on fuch articles as are moft fufceptible of a tax 
according to their quantity, and are of moft equal and general 
confamption ; leaving all other articles, as heretofore propofed, 
: to be taxed according to their value. Ree, 
; . The amount of this fund is computed to be 915,956 dol- 
lars. The eftimates on which the computation is made, are 
detailed in paper No. 3. Accuracy in the firft eflay on fo com- 
plex and flu@uating a fubject is not to be expected. It is 
prefumied to be as near the truth as the defect of proper mate- 
rials would admit.” ; 
The refidue of the computed intereft is 1,500,000 dollars, 
_and is*referred to the ftates to be provided. for by fuch funds 
‘as they may judge moft convenient. ‘Here again the ftri@ 
maxims of public credit gave way to the defire of Congrefs 
to confarm to the fentiments of their conftituents. It ought 
hot to be omitted, however, with refpe& to this portion of 
_ the revenue, that the mode in whichit is to be fupphied, varies 
fo little from that pointed out in the articles of confederation, 
and the variations are fo conducive to the great object pro- — 
pofed, that a ready and unqualified compliance on the part of . 
the ftates may be the more juftly expected. In fixing the 
guotas of this fum, Congrefs, as may be well imagined, were 
gaided by véry imperfect lights. and fome inequalities may 
coafequently have enfued. Thefe, however, can be but tem- 
porary, and as far as they may exift at all, will be redreffed 
by a retrofpective adjuftment, as foon as a conftitutional rule 
can be applied. The neceflity of making the two foregoing 
provifions one indivifible and irrevocable act, is apparent. 
Without the firft quality, partial provifion only might be made 
where complete provifion is’ eflential ; nay, as fome ftates 
right prefer and adopt one of the funds only, and the other 
ftates the other fund only. it might happen that no’ provifion 
at all would be made : without the fecond, a fingle ftate out of 
the thirteen might at any time involve the nation in bank- 
~ ruptcy, the meré practicability of which would be a fatal bar 
to the eftablifhment of national credit. Inftead of enlarging — 
on thefe ‘topics, two obfervations are fubmitted to the juftice” 
and wifdom of the Jegiflatures. Firft: The prefent creditors, 
ex rather the domeftic part of them, having either win their 
ans 


a 
loans for a period which has expired. or having become eredi- 
tars, in the firft inftance iavoluntarily, are intitled on the clear 
principles of juftice and god faith, to demand the principal. 

Fther credits, inftead of accepting the annual intereft, It is 
neceflary, therefore, as the principal cannot be paid to them 
on demand, that the inteceft thould be fo effectually and fatis- 
factorily fecured, as to enable them, if they incline, to transfer 
their ftock at its full value. Secondly; If the funds be fo 


firmly coaftituted as to infpire a thorough and univerfal con- 
fidence, may. it aot be hoped, that the capital of the domettic 
debt, which bears the high intéreft of fix per cent. may be can- 
selled, by other loans, obtained at a more moderate intereft ? = 
The faving by fuch an operation, would be a clear‘one, and 
might bea confiderable one. As a proof of the neceflity of 
fathantal funds for a fupport of our credit abroad, we refer 
ApePee Nas de iait aris nap tse bi 

Thus much for the intereft of the national debt : For the. 
difcharge. of the principal within the term limited, we rely on 
the natural increafe of the revenue from commerce, on requi- 
fitions. to. be made from time to time for that purpofe, as cir- 
cumftances may diate, and on the pro{pect of vacant territory.. re 
If thefe refources fhould prove inadequate, it will be neceflary, - 
at the expiration of 25 years to continué the funds now re- 
commended, or to eftablifh fuch others as may then be found 
more. conyenient. 

With a view to the refourfe laft mentioned, as well as to 
obviate difagreeable controverfies aad confufions, Congrefs have 
included in their prefent recommendations, a renewal of thofe 
of the 6th day of September and of the roth day of October 
1780. In both thofe refpeéts, a liberal and: final accommo- 
dation of all interfering claims of vacant territory, is an object 
which cannot be preffed with too much folicitude, 

The Ja& object recommended is a conftitutional change of 
the rule, by which a partition of the common burdens is to be 
made. The expedieney and even neceflity of’ fuch a change 
has been fuafficiently inforced by the local injuftice and 
difcontents which have proceeded from valuations of the 
foil in every ftate where the experiment has been made.— 

But how-iofinitely muft thefe evils be increafed, ona com- 
parifon of fuch valuations among the the ftates themfelves ! 
On, whatever fide indeed this rule be furveyed, the execution 
of it muft be attended with the moft ferious difficulties. A if 
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the valuations be referred to the authorities of the fevgal 


ftates, a general fatisfaGtion is not to be hoped for: If they 
be executed by officers of the United States traverfing the 
country for that purpofe, befides the inequalities againft 
which this mode would be no. fecusity, the expence would 
be both enormous and abnexious : If the mode taken in the 
aét of the 17th day of February Jaft,-which was deemed on 
the whole leaft cbjectionable, be adhered to, fill the imfuffici- 
ency of the data to the pur pofe to which they are to be ap- 
plied, muft greatly impair, if not vtterly deftroy all confidence 
in the accuracy. of the refult ; not to mention that as far as 
the refult can te at all a juft one, it will ‘be indebted for the 
advantege to the.principle on which the rule propofed to be 
fubftituted is founded. This rule, altho’ not free from ob- 
je@tions, is liable. 10 fewer than any other that could be de- 


vifed. The only material difficulty which attended. itin the. 


deliberations of Congrefs, was to fix the proper difference 


between the Jabour and induftry of free inhabitants, and © 


of all other inhabitants. 

The ratio ultimately agreed on was the effe& of mutual con- 
ceflions ; and if it thould be fuppofed not to correfpond precifely 
with the fact, no doubt ought to be entertained that an equal 
fpirit of accc modation among the feveral legiflatures, will prevail 
againgt little inequalities which may be calculated cn one fide 
or on the other, .But notwithftanding the confidence of 
Congrefs as to the fuccefs of this propofition, itis their duty 
to recollect that the event may pcflibly difappoint tem, and 
to requeft that meafures may ftill be pusfued for obtaining 
and trranfmitting the information called for in the zé& of the 
37th of February lait, which in fauch event willbe eflential. 

The-plan thus ccmmunicated and explained by Congrefs 
muft now receive its fate from their conftitwents. All the 
objects. comprifed in it are-conceived to be of great impor- 
tance to the. happinefs of this cenfederated republic; are 
neceflary to render the fruits of the revoluticn, a full rewerd 


for the blood, the toils, the cares and the calemities which- 


have purchafed it, But the obje@ of which the neceflity 
will be peculiarly felt, and which it is peculiarly the daty of 
Congreis to inculcate, is the provifion recommended for the 
national debt. Altho’ this debt is greater than could have 


~~ been withed, it is ftill lefs cn the whole than could have been 


expe ed ; ard when referred to the caufein which it hasbeen 
; * incurred, 


- incurred, and compared with the burdens which wars of ambi- 
tion and vain-glory kave entailed on other nations, ought to 
be borne not only with chearfulnefs but with pride, But the 
magnitude of the debt makes no part of the queftion. It is 
foflcient that the debt has been fairly contratted and that juf- 
“tice and good faith demand that it thould be fully difcharged. 
Congrefs had no option but between different modes of dif- 
charging it. The fame option is the only one that can exitt 
with the ftates. The mode which has after long and’ elaborate 
- difcuflion, been preferred. is, we are perfuaded, the leaft ob- 
jectionable of any that would have been equal to. the purpofe. 
Under this perfuafion, we call upon the juftice and plighted 
faith of the feveral ftates to. give it its proper effedt, to reflect 
on the confequences of rejecting it, and to remember that 
Congrefs will not be anfwerable for them. 

If other motives than that of juftice could be requifite on 
this occafion, no nation could ever feel ftronger ; forto whorn 
are the debts to be paid ? To an any, in the firft plaée, who 

“to the exer'ion of his arms in fupport of our cavfe, has added 
the fuccours of his treafure; who, to his important loans, has 
“added liberal donations; and whofe loans themfelves carry 
the impreffion of his magnanimity and friendfhip. For ‘more 
exact information on this point me refer to paper No. 5. 

To individuals in a foreign country, in the next place,whd 
were the firft to give fo precious a token of their confidence in 
our juftice, and of their friendfhip: for our caufe, and who are 
members of a republic which was fecond in efvoufing our 
rgnk arfiong nations. For the claims and expedtations of this te 
clafs of creditors we refer to paper No. 6. REY 

“Another clafs of creditors is, that il/uffrious and patriotic 
band_of fellow citizens, whofe blood and whofe bravery have 
defended the liberties of their country, who have patiently 
borne, among other diftrefles, the privation of their ftipends, 
whilft the diftrefles of their country difabled it from beftow- 
ing them ; and who, even now. afk no more than fuch a por- 
tion of their dues as will enable them to retire from the field 
of victory and glory into the bofom of peace and private citi- 
zenfhip. and for fuch effectual fecurity for the refidue of their 
claims, as their country is now unqueftionably able to provide, 9 
For a full view of their fentiments and wifhes on this fabject, 
we tranfmit the paper No. 7; and as a frefh and lively inftance 
of their fuperiotity to every fpecies of {eduction from the paths 
ef virtucand Of honour, we add paper-No. 8. 


The 
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<The remaining clafs of creditors is compofed partly of 
fiach of our fellow citizens as originally lent to the public 
the ufe of their funds,. or have finee manifeed mof confi-« 
| @enee! in their country, by. receiving transfers from the 
denders ; and-partly of thofe whofe property hes bren ei- 
ther advanced or affumed for the public fervice | To dif- 
‘riminate the merits of thefe feveral. deferipiions of credis 


tors, would bea tafk equally unneceffiry.and invidiouss . - 


Th itheivoice of humanity plead more loud'y in favor of 
fome than’ of others, the voice cf policy, no lefs ‘than of 
joftice, pleads in favor of all. A wife nation will never 
permit ithofe whosrelieve the wants of their country, op 
whorrely. moft on its faith/its Grmnefs, and its-refources, 
when eithercof'them is difrufted, to fuffer by theevent, . 
~ Levit be remembered finally, that it has ever been the 
pride ‘and boaft of America, that the rights for which ths 
contended,: were the rights of human nature... By the 
bicfliag of the author of thefe rights, on the means exerted 
for their defence, ‘they have «prevailed again all oppof- 
tions and form the bafis of thirteen.independent Rates? 
No.inftance has heretofore occurred nor canany inftance be 
expected heteafter to occur,, in whith the unadulterated 
forms'of republican goverment can pretend to fo fai an 
-Opportudity ot juflifying themfelves by their fruits, In 
this view the citizens of the United States are refponfible 
for the greateft truit éver confided to a political focietys 
Tf juftice, good faith, honor, gratitude, and all the othea 
qualities which enoble the charaéter-of a nation, and ful- 
fil the ends of government, be* the fruits of our efablith- 
ments, the caufe of liberty will acquire a dignity and lutire 
which it-h1s never yetexjoyed : and.an example will be 
fet-which cannot but have the moft favorable influence on 
the rights of mankind. If on the other fide, our. govern-. 
potots fhould «be unfortunately blotted with the reverfe of 
‘thefe cardinal and effential viriues,::the great caufe which 
we have engsged to viadicate, will be difhonored and be- 
trayed ; the laf and faireft experiment in favor of thé 
rights of human nature will be turned again them, and 
their patrons and friends expofed to be infulted and filen~ 
Gedy thé votaries of tyranoy and ufarpation, 


By order of the United States in Congrefs affémbled 


B Recommendation: 


a 


Recommendations to the feveral States; 


By the United States in, Congres aflembled, 
iia A PR L L 18, 1783. ee 
Resoptven by Nine States, i 
FENHAT it be reccmmended tothe feveral Rates, as 
indifpenfibly necefftry to the reftcration of public 
 eredit, and to the pun@ual and honorable difcharge of the 
. public debris, to invefi the United States in Congrefs affzm- 
bled, with a power tolevy for the ufé of the United States, ‘ 
the folioring duties upon goods imported into the fai8 ; 
Aates from any foreign port, ifland or plantation. 
~ Upon all ram of Jamaica proof, 


_. _ per gellon, “3 4 goths of a dollar, 
~ Upon ail other fpiritons liquors, 3 gathe © do,” 
Upen Madcira wine, 12 9eths- dow = 


. Upon all other wines, se 6 goths do. 
- Upon.common Bohea tea per 1b, 6 goths do. 


Upon all other teas, “ 24 goths dow 
- Upon pepper per |b. 3-goths = - do. 
- Upon brown fugar per Ib. - goths. do, 
Upon loaf fugar, 29¢:hs do. 
Upon all other fugars, I goth da. 
. Upen molaffes per b pe 1 goth do. 
Upon cocoa and coffee per Ib. 1 goth do; 
Upon all other goods a duty of five per cent. ad valorem e 


“at the time and place of importation. t tide 
Provided that none of the faid. duties thall be applied te 
any other purpofe than the difcharge of the istereft or 
principal of the debts contraéted on the faith of the United 
States, for fupporting the war, agreeably to the refolution 
of the 16th day of December laft, nor be continued: for.« 
Jonger term than 2§ years; and provided that the collee- 
tors of the faid, duties thalt be appoioted by the Mates : 
within which their offices are to be refpectively exercifed ; 
‘but when fo appointed, fhail-be amenable to and remove: 
able by the United States in Congrefs aflzmbled, alone 5 
and ia, cafe any ftate fhall not make fuch appointment 
Within. one month after notice given for that purpofe, the 
appointment may be made by the United States in Cone 
te afizabled, . : 
That it be further recommended to the feveral fates, te 
éftablith for a term limited to twenty-five years, and te 


appropriate to the difcharge of the interef and principsl 
é or the debis ‘contraéted Ga'sbé-faith of the United ‘Stites, 
* for fa portiog the war, fubftantial and effe@tual revenues 
an i Oe ell ie Mle 
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tylag their refpeive proportions of one million five hune 
dred thoufand dollars anoually, exclufive of i he.of remiona 
tioned duties, which proportion fhall be fixed and «qualis 
ged from time’to time, according to: the rule which is or 
may be preferibed by the articles of confederation; andin 
eefe the revenues efiablifhed by any fate, hall at any 


_ time yield afum exceeding its aus) proporttoa, the exe 


eefs fhall be refunded to it ; and in cafe the reveriucs of 
any fiate thal] be found to be deficient, the iminediate def 
wiency hall be made up by fiich fate wich as litt'e delay as 
poflible, and a future deficiency guarded again by an eft» 
largement of the revenucs eftablifhed ; provided, that ua 
‘til the rule of the confederation can bs carfied into prac- 
aice, the proportions of tne faid 1,500,000 dollars fhall be 
as follows, viz. 


New Hampthire 2,708 | Delaware 22,443 
Maffachufetts  224;427] Maryland VAL 507 
Rhode-ifland 32.318 | Virginia 256 487 
Connedicut 332 091 | North Carolina 109 oF 
New: York 428,243 | South-Carolina J‘ 96 183 
New- Jerfey 83.358 | Georgia (“ss 1G OF@ 
Pennfylvania 295.189! > 


The faid laf mentioned revenues to be colleted by pits 


‘fons appointed as aforefaid, but to be carrizd to the fepa- 


wate credit of the Rates within which they thall be colieéted, 

That an anoval accouut of the procesds and applica- 
tion of all the aforementioned revenues. fhall be made out 
mad tranfmitted to the fevera! tates, dikingvifhing the pros 
.eeeds of each of the fpecified articles, and the amount of 


othe whole revenue received from each Rate, together with 


the allowanees made to the feveral officers employed in 


‘the collection of the faid revenues. : 
‘That none of the preceding refolutions fhall take ¢ff2& 
wntil all of them thali be acceeded'to by every flare, after 
swhich unanimous acceflion, however, they fhall be confi- 
“dered as forming 2 mutual compa& among all the flatts, 


_-and fhall be irrevocable by any one or more‘of them with. | 


to make 


-eut the concurrence of the whole, or of a majority of the 
‘United States in Congrofs, »ffembled. fs tad 
‘That as a further mean, as well of haftening the ¢x- 
tinguifhmect of the debts, as of eftablithiag the hareaoay 
of the United States, it be recommended to the tutes 


-which have paffed no ads towards complying withthe 


sefolutioas of Congréfs of ihe 6th of Sepsmber and 10th 
of Odcber, 1780, relative to the ceffion of terriforial claims, 
the liberal ceffions thereia recommended, and ta 


[iar] 


ghe Rater which my have pafl:d 2és Coenplyiagevich’the : 


D 
@orspliance, = 5 | pi Slee enki 
‘That asa more convenient and c’rtain rule of afcertain» 
ing the proportions to be fapplied by the Rates refpestive. 
Sy to the common ‘treafury, the following alteration in the 
articles of confederation and perpetual union, between 
‘thefe Rates, be and the fame is hereby sgreed to in Con- 
grefs ; and the feveral fates are advifed to authorize their 
xeipective delegates to fubfcribe and ratify the fame as part 
of the faid inftrument of union, in the words following, to 
Awit, POL Pe Se ¥ | age, Sp Ww Se } 
“ So much of the 8th of the articles of confederation and 
‘Perpetual naibn-berw-en the thirteen Rates of America, .¢ 
4s contained in the words following, to wit. « » 
' 4 All charges of war and ‘all othersexpenees that hell 
Deincurced for the eommon defence or general welfare, 
and aliewed by the United States in.Congrefs affembled, 
Shall be defrayed out of a.eommon treafury, which fhall be 
fopplied by: the feveral ftates in proportion to the value of 
mali-iand within each flate granted to or furveyed:forany 
petfon, as fuch land and the buildings and improvements 
-@hereon, fhali be éfimated according to fuch mode as the 
United Stares io Corgrefs aflemblec thailfrom time to tiate 
Bire& and appoint,” is hersby revoked and mace voids 
anc im place thereofit is declared and concluded, the fame 
Daving been egreed toima Con grefs of the United States, — 
thet all charges of warsand allother expences that have 
bees or fhall be incurred for the common defence or gene- 
to] welfare, » end allowed by the United: Srztes:in Congrefs 


faid vefclutions in part oaly, to revile and eompleat fuch 


aflembled, excep: fo far asthall be othetwife provided for, 


Thal) be deirayed cut of a ‘commen treafury, which thal) be 


FUpplied by che feveral fates in preportidn ‘to the whole 


» mum ber of white and other free-citizens and inhabitants, of 


jevery cge dex ard condition, including: thofe bsund “to 


Mervieude for a term of yerrs, and threesfifths of-all other 


perfors not comprehended in the foregoing defeription, ex- 


epi Indinhs; not paying taxes, in exch Rate; which num- 


& 


a ES referred to in the foregoing Addrefs, careee 
t ilies ated . 


ber fall be trienncIs token and tranfmitted te the United 
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EP APER N“ 19 
An Eftimate of oie Natiovial Debt, 


- Vv i fs 
S Livres. © “Dueck 
Ps tothe FarmersGenersl of Franee. 1 008 ,e00 
‘To ldividvals in France, on a, at 3 
qnidated accounts, eftimated Liebert : 
To the Crown of France, inc!ud- 
* ing a Loan of 10 000,000 ber. 


rowed ia Holland. acd for 28,¢09,000 
which France is Gusrantee, 
To aitte.® Loan for 4783s 6,000,00¢9 | . 
38,000, cee 


at 5 livres 8 fous per dol. 7:037,037 


Jo Lenders ia Holland, received in part : 
‘2° ofthe Loan contracted for by Mr. J 671,200 
Adams,:1,698 oop Florins, ' 
Borrowed in Spain by Mr. . Jay, 150,000 
One Year’s Intereft of Durch Loan of 26,848 

~ 10,000,000 Livres, Sh 


Foreign Debs rf jaa 1783, 7.88 5,085 
“8 Demeftic Debr, 


wpe 


@s a Office Certificates edu. si > 

* @ed-to’ Specie values - : 5 11,463,802 ee 

sererel unpsid for 1781, 190.000 ess) 
tte £782, * 687 828. 


‘Credit to Sundries in Tresfary Borks, 633 042 
“Arey ‘Debt to 31 December. 1782, 5 635 618 
[sdiquidated Debs, ehimated at © 8.680 006 
ommutation to the Army, agree: 
*\ able trthea @ of 22dMareh iaft; 
a ty custo Privates, 2° ¢ $80 000 
“Deficiencies in 1783, fuppofe 2,609 doe - 
eile t | es 8 gS 298 
; - Facing rse Pi 6) 
Chaneeis Toral Debt, 42 €90.395 
Apoua! Intere® of the Deb: of the United States. ~ 


On th: Foreiga Debt, part at 4. and pat 
a‘ 5 PEN Coat 


5,800,600. 


ny 369.038 a 


On the repeat, D: sbt, at 6 eer ‘cent, 2.046917 4 


» s 


« 


By 


the United “States in Congrefs 
o-oo. ¢ Sallembledy-: eid 


DECEMBER 16, ite 


Phe merchant confiders the ducy demanded by the Aate- 
vowthe imported article: id the fame light with freight 
or any fimilar charge, and adding it to- the original 
teoft; eale@lates his’ prcfit'dn the aggregate Cam. It may 
oh that~at particular copjundurcs, where the mar- 


Po Sal ee ee es ee ee ee ee ee LY 


__- Bty-in got to be attained ; 


{ a] 

été are overficeked; and: there’ lie oa Com periciog” bd 

imong the feilers, this may not be pra@icable ;| But in t 
general courfeof trade the demand for eonfumption prepont 
derates, and the merchant car with eafe indemnify himf:)f, 
and even obtain a profit on the advance, As a ¢omiumér, 
he pays his thate onthe duty, but it‘is a0 further a burs 
then upon him, The confequence-of ‘the principle laid 
down is, that every clafe of the community beard ité fhare 
of the duty ia proportion ‘to its confuaiption, which laft ia 
regulated by. the comparative wealth of the refpeétive'cigf- 
fea, in conjunction with their habi:s of expenee or frugality. 
The rich and luxurious, pay in: proporzion to their riches 
and luxury; the poor and parfimonious, in- proportion te 
their poverty and parfimony. A\ chief ‘excellence’ of this 
mode of revenue-is; that it preferves ‘2 ju@-meafure to the 
abilities of individuals, promotes frugality, and taxes extras 
vagance. The fame reafoniog in our fitwation-appiies to 
the intercourfe: between two Rates ;/if one imports:and: the 
other doce not, the latter muft be dupplied by the former. 
The.duty: being transferred to-the price of the commodity, 
is no more a charge on the importing ftate for what i¢ con: 
fqmed ins he other, thanit isa charge on the merchant for 
what is ‘confumed bythe farmer or artificer, Either ftate 
will only:feel the burthen in a ratio to its conftmption,and 
this will be in-a:ratid to its population and wealth, What 
happens between the different claffes of the fame communis 
ty internaliy:happens between-the two flates ; and asthe 
merchant,-io the fick cafe; fo far from lefing the duty hime 
felf, has a profit: ow-the money he advances: for that pure 
pofe; fo the importing até, which, in the fecond cafe, ig 
the merchant: with refpea to the other, is not only reim- 
burfed by the — but has a likebencfit om 
» theduty advanced » Icis therefore the reverfe of « juft pas 
fition, that.the duty propofed will bear hardeft on the maf 
commercial ftates ; ic will if any thing, ‘have a eontrary 
- effe@; tho’ not ia a fufficient degree to juftify an objeGion 
yp OD the! part-of the non-importing Rates. For it ig as rea- 
* fonsble they frould: ‘allow an advance’on the duty pajd as 
on the firft colt; freight, or any incidental charge.: They 
have alfo' other advantages in the meafure fully equivalent 
to this difadvantage. Over nice and minute caicalations, 
in matters of this nature,are inconfiftent with national meas 
fares, and-ia the inperfeét Rate of human faire, would 
fingnate all che operations of government: Abfotuteequa: 
40 aim at it, is purfeipg a the- 


fw J 

dow atthe expence of the fubftancej.add-in the event we 
fhould find ourfelves. wider of the mark, :than if in. the firh 
infiance we were content to approach it with: moderations; 

Second obj-dtion. .**. That-the recommendation:prope- 
fes to introduce into that and the other fates, officers ‘un- 
known and unaccouatable to them, and »fo is again, the 
conftituiion of the fates?) :-6s 62 oY DP) weld aegu 
_ Itis not co be prefumed that the confitusion of any fate 
could mean to define and fix the precife numbers:and | de» 
Acriptions of all officers to be. permitted in- the flate, ‘exclar- 
ding the creation of any new ones, whatever might be the 
neccflity derived from that variety,ot circumfances: inci- 


dent to all political inftitutions, _ The legiflaturemuftal- 


ways have a Jilcretionary power of appoinsing officers, not. 
exprefly known to the confi:ution,: and. this power will 
include that of authorifing the federal. government to. 
make the appointments in cafes where the general welfare. 


and unconfitutional. 


doubt that it is within the compafs of Jegiflative difcretion 


= a 


to communicate that authority. eae = 


The propriety ot doing it upon the prefent occsfion, is’ 
frinded on {ubGantial reafoui, nisitwn iggne 


: ; 
pe eet a ee 


a a | 

The tsoafure propofed is a meafurs of neceffity. - Re. 
peated experiments have fhewn, that the revenue to be. 
raifed within thefe States is. altogether. inadequas to the. 
ublic wants, . The deficiency can only be fupplied by. 
loans. Our application to the foreign powers, on whofe 
friendfhip we depend, have had a fuccefs far fhort of 
cee macaititinks | The next refource is to borrow from 
individuals, . Thefe will neither be 2€tuated by genero- 
fity nor reafons of State. ‘Tis to their intereft alone we 
muft appeal. To coneiliate this, we muft not onl ftipu-. 
late_a proper compenf{ation for. what they lend, but we 
muft give fecurity for the performance.---We muft 
pledge an afcertained fund; fimple and produftive in its 
nature 3 general in its principle, and at the difpofal of a 
fingle will, There can be Fittle confidence in a fecuri- 
ty under the conftant revifal of thirteen different delibs- 
ratives. It muft, once for all, be defined and eftablifhed 
en the faith of the States folemnly pledged to each other, 
and not revotable by any without a breach of the ge- 
nerai compat, ~ : eae ‘, 

-'Tis by {uch expedients that nations, whofe refources 
are underftood, whofe reputations and gavernments ars 
ereGed on the foundation of ages, are enabled to obtain 
a folid-and extenfive tredit.. ‘Would’ it be reafonable 
in.us to hope for more eafy terms, who_have fo re- 
eently affumed our rank among the nations ? Isit not to 
be expeéted, that individuals will be cautious in lending 
their money toa people in our circumftances, and that 
they will at leaft require the beft fecurity we can give ? 

We-havoan enemy vigilant, intriguing, well acquaint- 
ed with our defe&ts and embarraffiments. We may exs | 

e& that he will make every effort to inftil diffidences into 
individuals, and in the prefent pofture of our inter- 
nal affairs, he will have two planfible grounds on which 
to, tread. Our neceflities’ have obliged us to embrace 
meafures with sia Fe to our public credit, calculated to 
infpire diftruft, . The prepoffeflions on this article, muft 
Maturally be againft us, and it is therefore indifpentible 
we Should endeavour to remove them, by fuch means as 
will be the moft obvious and Rriking. ss 

It was with thefe views Congrefs determined ona ge- 
neral fund ; and the one they have reeemmended mutt, 
upon a.thorough examination, appear to have fewer in- 
conveniencies than any other, ‘ 

& = 


“wie, tae 
fe has been remarked as an offontial part of the: plan; 
thatthe fund fhould depend on a finglewill This wilt 
stot be the cafe unlefs the colleGtion, as well as the ap» 
“gee is under the controul of the United States ; 
r it is evident, that after the duty is agreed upon it 


may ina great meafuré be defeated by ‘an ineficGuak 


mods of lovyingit. The United States have a common 


intereft in an uniform and equally energetic colleion; | 


and - be pallens — wie to all the parts of the 
union, defignates the utility of lodging the power of mak- 
in i an aed Wobemiede Wi 
in reality operate as a very unejwal tax. oe 
- ‘Third objeor - That b Mire wee to refs: x 
power to colleé monies frow the commerce of thele ftates 
indefinitely ‘as to time and quantity, and for the expen- 
diture of which they are not'to. be accountable to the 
. Rates, they would become independent of their conifti« 
tuents, and fo the propofed impoft is repugnant to the 
liberty of the United States.” Sianes Se 
Admitting the principle of this objeftion to be true, 
fill it ought to have no weight in'the prefent cafe, be- 
eaufe there is no analogy between the principle: and the 


a&. Shans 5 ; 
Firft. The fund propofed.is fuffciently definite as to 


time, becaule it ia only co-extenfive with the exiftence 
of the debt contra&ed and to'be contra&ed in the courfe 
ofthe war. Congrefs ave perfuaded that itis as remote 
from the intention of their conftituents to. perpetuate 
that debt, as to extinguith it at once by a faithlefs negle& 
of providing the means to fulfil the public engagements. 
Their ability to-difcharge it in a moderate time, can 26 
little be doubted as their inclination, and the moment 
that debt’céafes, the duty, fo far.as refpe&s the prefent 
provifion ceafes with it. 02.88 ee 

‘The refolution recommending the duty, fpecifies the 
obje€ of it to be-the difcharge’of the principal and inter- 
eft of the debts already contraéted, or which may be con- 
trz Ged on the faith’of the United. States for fupporting 
She prefent way, rete 

Secondly. The rate per cent is fixed, and it is not at 

the {option of the United States to encreafe it. Though 
the produ will vary according to the variations in trade, 
“yet as there is this limitation of the rate, it cannot bs 
“properly faid to be indefinite as to quantity. B 


‘ithout, this it 


— 


© Wy the confederation, Congrefshhave an abfolute dif- 
@rétion in determining the quantum of revenue requifite 
‘the national expenditure. When this is done, no- 
thing remains for the States, feparately, but the mode of 
vaifing. No State ‘can difpute the obligation to pay the 
fui demanded without a ‘breach of the confederation 5 
and when the money comes into'the treafury the appro-_ 
priation is the exclufive province of the focderal govern< 
ment. This provifion of the ¢onféderation (without — 
which it would be an empty form) comprehends in it the © 
tincipls in its fulleft latitude; which the obje@ion tn- 
er confideration treats as repugnant to the libsrty - 
of the United:States, ‘to wit, an indefinitive power of pre+ — 


{cribing the quantity of money tq be raifed, and of aps ~ 


$07 fetes it when raifed, ~~~ were 
If it be faid that the States individually, having the © 
eolle&ion in their own hands, may réfufs a compliance — 
with exorbitant demands, ‘the confederation will anfwer, 
that this is a point of which they haveno conftitutional _ 
liberty to judge. Such a refufal would bean exertion — 
of power not of right, and the faine power which could 
difregard a requifition madeon the authority of the conf: . 
deration,mightat any time arreft the colle€tion of the duty. 
’ The fame kind of refponfibility which exifts with re- | 
{pe& to the expenditure of the money furnjfhed in thé 
forms hitherto pri@ifed, would bs equally applicable to 
the revenue from the imports. | mere 
' The truth is, the fecurity intended to the general liber= 
ty in the confederation, confifts in the frequent eleion, 
and in the rotation of the members ofCongrefs, by which 
there is a conftant and an effeétual check upon them. Thit 
is the fecurity which the people in every ftate enjoy a- 
gainft the nfurpations of their internal governments ;'an@ 
it is the true fource of fecurity in a reprefentative repub- 
lit. The government, fo eonftituted, ought tohave the 
means*neceffary to aniwer the end of its inftifution. By 
Wwerkening its hands too much it may be rendered inca- 
pable of providing for tho interior harmony, or the 6x- 
terior defonce of the fate. eS “ 
_ The meafure in queftion, if not within’ the letter, is 
_within the fpirit of the confederation. Congrefs, by that, 
are empowered to borrow money for the uf of the United 
States, and by implication, to concert the moazs negefi- 


“Vie wants. “The national credit would revive and 


f 20 j . Bere 
ry to accomplifh. the end. But without infifting upos 
his argument, if the confederation has not made proper 
nrovifion for the exigencies of the ftates, it will be at all 
times ths duty of Congrefs to fuggeft further provifions ; 
ard when their propofals are {ubmitted to the unanimous 


_confent of the ftates, they can never be charged with ex- 


eceding the bounds of theirtruft. Such a confent is the 
bafis and fam€tion of the confederation, which exprefsly, 
‘ p28 -£ preisty, 
in the 13th article, empowers Congrefs to agree to and 
Propels. uch additional provifion. Pe a 
he remarks hitherto made, have had reference prin- 
cipally to the furure profacution of the war. There fill 
remains an intorefting light in which the fubje& ought 
tobsviewed. . 
~The United States have already contraéted debt in 
Europe,.and in this country, for which their faith is 
ledged.. The capital of this debt can only be difcharged 
by degrees ; but a fund for this purpofe, and for paying 
the intereft annually, on every principle of policy and 
juttice, ought to be provided. The omiffion will be the 
qecpett ingratitude and cruelty to a large number of 
meritorious individyals, who, in the moft critical porieds 
of'the war, have adventured their fortunes in fupport of 
our independence. 1t would ffamp the national charac- 
ter withindelible difgrace. : 
An annual provifion for the purpole will be too precas 
rious. Ifits continuance and application were cortain 
it would not afford compleat relief. With many, the re- 
gular payment of intereft, by eccafional grants, would 
fuffice ; but with many more it would not. Thefe want 
the ufe of the principal itfelf, and they have 2 right to 
it ; but fince it is not in. our power to pay off the princi. 
pal, the next expedient is to fund the debt and render 
the evidences of it negotiable. ge ae 
Befides the advantage toindividuals from this arranges 
gent, the.active ftock of the nation would be increaled 
by the whole amount of the domeitic debt, and of courfa 
‘the abilities af the community to contribute to the a 
and 
hereafter on.a feeure bafis, oe oie 
This was another objet of the propofed duty. FS 
Lit be conceded that a fimilar fund is neceffary, it 
“esa hardly bo difputed that the one, recommended is the 


a ¥ 


moll sligiole, I: has been alzcady fhewn ‘that it — 


ee 


anni 


OO EEEE'~W ll 


wt} 


sil parts of the community, in pro ortion to their ‘on- 
fumption, and has therefore the beft pretenftonto equali+ 


ty. It isthe moft agresable tax to the people that can be 


impofed, becaufe it is paid infenfibly and fcems to bo 


“ yoluntary. 


. It may perhaps be imagined that it is unfavourable te 
commerce, but the contrary can cafily be demonftrated, 
It has been feen that it does notdiminith the prof&t of the 
merchant, and of courfe can be no diminution of his in- 
ducements to trade. It is too moderate in its amount to 
difcourage the confumption of imported goods, and can- 
not on that account abridge the extent of importations, 
Ifit even had this effeé it would be an advantage to 
gommerce by leffening the proportion of our imports fo 
our exports, and inclining the balance in favour of thie 
country. .. 3. ie 

The principal thing to be confulted for the advance: 
ment ef commerce, is to promote exports. All impedi 
ments to thefe, either by way of prohibition or by ea 
creafing the prices of native commodities, decreafing by 
that means their fale and confumption at foreign markets 
‘are injurious. Duties on exports have this operation 
For the fame reafons, taxes on poffeflions and the article: 
of our own growth or praaiahiie, whether in the forn 
of a land tax, excife, or any other, are more hurtful t¢ 
trade than impoft duties. Thetendency of all uch taxes ist 
‘encreafe the prices of thofe.articles which are the obje@ 
of exportation, and to enable others to under-foll sx 
abroad. The farmer, if he pays a heavy land tax, muf 
endeavour to get more for the produéts of his farm: th 
mechanic and labourer, if they find the neceffarics of lit 
row dearer by an excife, muft endeavour to exat high 
er wages; and thefe caufes will produce an encreafe. 
prices within, and operate againft forsign commerce.. 

It is not, however, to be inferred, that the whole re 
venue ought to be drawn from imports: all extremes ar 
“to be reje&ted. The chief thing to be attended to is the 
the weight of the taxes fall not too heavily in the firft ir 
ftance upon particular parts of the community, A judic 
“ous diftribution to all kinds of taxable property, is a fir: 
principle in taxation. The tendency of thefe obferv: 
tions is only to thew, that taxes on poffeflions, on article 
of our own growth and manufafture, are mere prejudici 
to tradothan duties on importty. - 
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' The obfervations which conclude the letter.on which 
| thefo remarks are made, naturally lead to refleétions that 
| d@eferve the ferious attention of every member of the uni- 
on. There is a happy mean between too much confidence 
and exceffive jealouly, in which the health and profperity 
ofa ftate confit. “Hither extreme is a dangerous vice ; 
the firft isa temptation to men in power to arrogate racre 
_ than they have aright to—the latter enervates govern 
ment, prevents fyftem in the adminiftrations, defeats the 
sao falutary meafures, breeds confufien in the ftate, dif- 
_ gufts and difcontents among the Sag and may even: 
| tually prove as fatal to liberty as the oppofite temper. 
_ . Itis certainly pernicious to leave any government in 2 
 fituation of refponfibility difproportioned to its power. © 
The condué of the war is intrufted to Congrefs, and 
_ the public expe@ation turned upon them without any. 
_ competent means at their command to fatisfy the impor- 
tant truft, After the moft full and folemn deliberation, 
| under a colleftive view, of all the public difficulties, they 
secommend a meafure which appears to them the corner 
Stons of the public fafety : they fee this meafure fufpend- 
od for near two years—partially complied with by fome 
of the Rates, reje&ed by one of them, and in danger on 
_.| that accountto be fruftrated ; the public embarrafimente 
every day encreafing, the diffatisfation of the army grow- 
| dng more ferious, the other creditors of the public cla- 
_goring for juftice ; both irritated by the delay of mea- 
_ fures for their prefent relief or future fecurity, the hopes 
of our enemies eneouraged to protra& the war, the zeal of 
our friends deprefled by an appearance of remifinefs 
» -and want of oxertion on our part, Congrefs harraffed, the 
_ )Mational chara@er fufforing and the national fafety at the 
ot | ‘gaorcy of events. a8 
- This Rate of things cannot but be extremely painful 
to Congrefs, and appear to your committee to make it 
their duty to be urgent to obviate the evils with which it . 


“ regnant.” 5 : 
* Dialed, That Congrels agree to the faid report. 
me ree earn 
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. EFPAPE R No. IIE, § 
An Eftimate of the Produce of thé 
Impoft on Imported Articles; 


EFORE the war the exports from Great-Britain te 
America were eftimated at three and a half millions 

fterling, in which was included tea, ; but there were ime 
ortations from Ireland and Scotland, as well as from 
Holland, not included in that eftimate, It is now tho’t 
bolt to eftimate the imports of all goods from Europe, ex« 
clufive of tea, brandy and wine, at 3,500,000l. fierling, 
at 4/6 per dollar, is 155555,554 dollars, impoft of five 


_ per cent. ad valorem, - 2.775773 “ 


@n 2,000,000 gallons rum and other fpirits, g-goths 65,665 60 om 


per gallon, é 


200,000 ditto Madeira wine, by 38,333 
600,060 do. other wine, : 6 9,008 
300,000 lb. Bohea tea, Sor Rs “20,008 
25,000 do. other teas, ae “ : 6,666 ; 
9075,009 cwt. fugar (including loaf} 5 46,666 . 
200,000 Ilb. coffee and cocoa, P b g 2,222 . 
4,000,000 gallons molaffes, L z $2,223 
i v ee . 
~ : 995,SSP 
Beduct for Collection, about S$ percent. 79,594 2 
Net Revenuc ugan this cftimate, 915,956 


[ 


There are no precife data from which this computation 
could be made with any degree of certainty.. The num. 
ber of inhabitants has governed in part, and theimports 
of particular articles into the port of Philadelphia have — 


_ been attened to. 


4 


_ The exaGtitude of the computation is of the lef con=- 
fequence, as the a& of the 16th December, 1782, pro- 
vides, ‘that if the revenue fhall at any time exceed the 
annual intereft, the refidue fhall form a finking fund for 
the difcharge of the principal ; and if it fhall be found 
infufficient, the ftazes will oo called upon to cnlargetheir 
grants of revenue. es 
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Extract ofa Letter from the Honow 
rable B. Franxuin to the Super: | 
intendant of F inance, dated Pafly, 
December 23, 1782. 


BS Py cake laft order was given to furnifh me with - 

” fix hundred thoufand livres immediately, and 
was anfwered by M, de Vergennes * that the reft of the 
fix millions fhould be paid us quarterly in the courfe of 
6, he VES ars meer BOE TRE areas i Sa 


er 


6 preffed hard for the whole fum demanded, but was 
told ** it was impoffible,” 


“ Our people certainly otght to do more for thom- 
felves. Itis abfurd tho pretending to be lovers of Iiher- 
ty while- they grudge paying for the defence of it. Itis 
faid here, that an’ impof of five per cent. on all goods 
imported, though a moft reafonable propofition, had not 
been agreed to by all the ftates, and was therefore fruf- 
trated f arid that your news-papers acquaint the world 
with this, with the non-paymént of taxes by the people, 
and with the non-payment Of interoft to the creditors of 
the public. : “9 


9S The knowledge of thefe things have hurt our credit 
and the loan in Holland, and would prevent our getting 
‘any thing here but from government. The foundation ” 
for credit abroad fhould be laid at home ; and certain 
funds fhould be prepared and eftablifhed beforchand, 
for the regular paymont at leaft of the intereft.” 


ee ee a! ve 


4 ietter from the Honorable the Minifter of France, th 


| -gbapeets 35> the Supsrintendant of Finance. 
} eee | Philadelphia, March 15, 1383. 
Bo i ili Rea 


/ " HAVE the fatisfaétion to inform you, that his mejety 


= procures for the United States, a loan of fix milliors; 
be employed in the war department durieg the courie 
of the current year, While I anneunce to you this new 
rk of the king’s friendthip for the United Siates, I 
mink go into fome details which relate to votir operati- 
-@ns, and which will ioform you of the motives which 


‘have induced his“majefly to mak: a new effort in favedr 


. 


of his allies. 


Dariog the Isf year, fir, I rendered an account to hie. 


-majefty’s minifters of the order which appeared to me te 
be introduced into your department, of the re eftablifh- 
_ ment.of public credit, and of the economy which accem- 


“panied your operations. I added, that I cou fidered the 


eflablithinent of a general revenue for paying the irereft 
--and gradual redeoiption of the principal of the public 
debt, as extremely probable. The delays 2nd difficul. 
tics of communication would not permit me to wait un- 
til that operation was compleated by the different begif- 
Jatures, before! declared the wan's of she United St>tes; 
and therefore I undértonk to write to the cout de V ra 
) pennes, that the difpofition of the peeple to fulfil the 
engagements taken and to be tsken by Cougress, feemed 
_ to me fofficiently favourable to devermine his majefty ta 
| Jend for the year, new fuccour to the United States, if 
| the fituation of his finatices-wiuld permit, Thefe af. 


ances obtained the loan of fix millows ; but the event 


has proved that I was deceived in the bopes which 1 
_ thought myfelf enabled co pive my court ; and thea faire 
t nf jee finances, far from being bettered fince the month 


‘ 


September, the period at which my ietters onihis fub- | 


‘the fums formerly lent,-or of thofe which now are fos 
1s, fir, my hafty offurances have induced his majcy 
to, make that advance, andin the moment when I a 
Mormed of it, 1am under the difagrceable nec: ffi'y of 
Fi@ing his miaifter, that the hopes I had given are 
‘ 5 Be Vanitheds 


_- 


e&t were written, have on the contrary gone backwards . 
halt petcotve mo certainty of the-reimburicament of 
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vanifatd, and that my afforancee were without founda-_ 


tion. I will fay sothing of the perfonal embarrafment 
which 1 am reduced to by thele citcumftances; but I will 


” ‘gale the liberty to obferve, that the belt remedy io the 


prefeat conjuncture is,.to take as foon as poffible hole 
meafares which were not taken when I announced them. 
The count de Vergennes informs me, fir, that the fix 
_ nillions are lent to the Uaited States in the fame maaner 
and under the fame conditions with the (um which was 
lent lak year. That is tofay, that it fhould be paid month- 
ly, at the rate of five handred thoufand livers per month. 
Bux as it appears from what you did me the honor ‘to * 
‘write on a former occafion, that you had anticipated a 
part of this fabfidy, I muft pray.you to confider, that the 
~ firft months of this year will have been employed in pay- 
ment of thofe anticipations, and that it will be proper fo 
to combine your drafts, as that they fhall'not be prefent- 
ed but at the monthly periods in which the fands are to 
be provided. ee ae 
TE have bad the honor to inform you, fir, that this mo- 
ney is lent to the United States to enable them tocarry © 
onthe war. The wifdom of Congrefs will determine ac- 
cording to circumftances, on the manner of eficGing 
that important object, and of compelling the enemy by, 
joint «forts to conclude a folid and permanent peece. — 
It remains for me to inform you, fir, that the King 
was unable to make this laft effort without ex reme dif-_ 
ficulty. Ihave had the benor to communicate thofe 
which oppofe confiderable loans. They sre. 9 preat, 
pofisive 


that L am commanded toinform you, in the moft pe! 
terms, that it will be impoffible for the king, ‘in any ca‘e 
whatever, to obtain new adyances for Congrefs for the 
next year. As to the refourecs i you may feck 
eliewhcre than in France, the details contained in tholé 
* letters which I had the honor to read to you, wi'l not 
_ permit a hope of (uccefs until the United States fh: il have 
eftablifhed a permanent public sevenue 5 and the delay 
‘and repugnance with which they proceed in' that bufineis 
- being kaown in Europes the difpofition to lend money to 
_ Congrefs ceafes.: Lenders place their money elfewbere; 
- thole fpeculations which weuld have begn directed tows: ds 
the Unite) States take a different turu, and it will be ¢zx- 
. tkemely difficult to bring chem back. © z ae 


{ abftaia from repeating here the other parts of the © 
Count de Vergeanes’s difpatches, which I had the honor 
| eo communicate, becaufe the wuths they contain are 
well knowa to you, and becaufe they may all be reduced 
/ <0 ‘this fingle pofition, that without ‘a [peedy Rab: foment 
oF folid- general revenue, and an exad performance of the 
engagements which Congrefs have made; you muff rencunce - 
the expeGation of loans 1x Ew: ope. 
“< Pan ordered allo, fir, to inform Congrefs, that my 
court expe they will bave taken final and fatisfactory 
\ meafures to fecure payment of the intereft of the debt 
- ¢ontracted with his Msjety by the United States; but 
J content myfelf with communicating this circumftance 
to you, and before anaouncing it directly to Congrefs, I 4 
will hm till their prefent embarraflments fhall be dimi- 
 pifhed. © ; 
"From thefe details, fir, you will be able to judge of 
the impcfKbility of negociating bills upon your pleaipo-— 
gen iaries, beyond the funds which remain free trom the 
Six millions lent this year. it is very clear” that fach 
bills will not be paid by us; and it is from perfect con- 
fidence in yout regularity upon that’ fabject, that I fhall 
_-effare-the count de Vergennes, he msy be certain no de- 
mand will be made on him beyond the fums aircacy_ 
; granted. : a Seas es ee 
f have the honor tobe, &c. 


ay 
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‘The United States in : Congref§ 


ae affembied, =o vag 
To A L L who thall ‘ee theis PR ES ENTS, 
Sad GREETING, — - 


WHER EAS Benjamin Fra: klin, our minifter 
ples poteriiary a: the court of Veriaillis, vin purfuagce 
of ‘he powers in him velted, did on the fixteenth day of 
Joy, in the year of our Lord one th ulandfeven hun. 
dred and eighty-two, with Charles Gravier de Vergen- 
nes, &c. conntfellor of the king ia all his counci!s, com. 
man er of his orders, minifter ind fecretaty of ftate, &c, 
vetted wich ful powers of His tsoft Chriftian Majefty 
for the porpote, enter into, coneinde and fig, a contra& 

- between His Mot Chriftien Mejefy and the United States 
ot North.Amesica, in the words (ollowing, to wit, ; 


A CONTRACT between the King and the . 
Thirteen Unirec States of North-Americas, entered into 
by the Count de Vergennes and Mr. Franklin, 16: 
_Jaly, 1782. ; Ziad 


rp SHE king heving beem pleafed to attend tothe res. 
ie is quefls made to him in the name and on behalf of 
the Uniied Provinces of North: America, for afliftance in 
the war and invafion under which they had for feveral 
years growned ; and his majetty after entering into a 
ireaty of amity and commerce with the faid confederated 
Provinces onthe 6th of February, 1778, having had the 
gocdne's to fupport them, not only ‘wiih his forces by 
jaad and fea, but alfo with advances of money, as abun- 
dantas they were eff-dtual, in the critical fituation to 
whick their affrirs were reduced. It has been judged 
Proper and neccfisry to Rate exe@ly the smount of 
thofe advances, the conditions on which the king made 
them, the periods at which the Congrefs of the United | 
States have engaged torepay them to his majcfty’s royal 
treafury, and io fine, to ftate this matter in fuch a way 


‘as for the futureto prevent all difficulties capable of 
._ interrupting the good harmony which bis majefty is 
& réfolved to mainiain aad prelerve betweep him and the 


Said 


g 


phe 


ay: 
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et a3 


faid United States: For executing fo laudable a pur? 
_ pote, and with a view to ftrengthen the bands of amity 
Oe elit which fubfitt between his mojefty and the 
id United States; we, Charles Gravier de Vergenecs, 
&c. counfellor of the king in all his councils, commander 
‘of his orders, minifter and feeretary of fate, and of his 
commands and finances, vefted with fall powers of bis — 
_majefty to us given for th’s purpofe : and we, Benjamin 
‘Fraokl gj minifter plenipotentiary of the United States 
__ 9f North-America, in like manner vefted with full pow- 
tp 


2 
~ 


> ers of the Congrefs of the faid Rates for the prefent 
e pi ofe; after duly communicating our re(pective pow: 
_ @tt, have agreed to the fo owing articles : 
> 7 2 Se as 


ARTICLE f,' 


"'" ftis agreed and certified, that the Cams advanced by 
Ps Bis majefly to the Congrefs of the United States, under 
| the title of a lonnin the years 19778, 1779, 5780, 1781, 
and the prefent 1782, amount to the fim of eighteen 
.. Million of livers, money of France, eccording to the fol- 
, lowing twenty-one receipts of the abovementioned under 
written minifter cf Congrefs, given in virtue of his tull 


‘n> 28 February, 1778, - = 3 750,000 


= 950000 


= - 750,000 


750,c00 
—————— 3,000,056 


= 259,000 
«= 2590,0¢0 , 
= 250600 *s 
= 250,000 
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= . 750000 
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S “Amountieg io the whole to eighteen millions viz. 18 000 000 | 


United States, and it may perbaps be even impraticable 


 Riske a prefens of, and to forgive the whole arrears 


ee oo bcs 


26 —15 Aoguft, — osu AFk@ 900 
a 


= 28. ag November, wee a 2 =) 759.000 cE 


yg 10 April, 1782, 5 & =* 1) $00,000. 
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the name. of _ Congrets, and in beholf of the thir'een © 
United States, to cavfe to be paid and reimburted to | 
+ the royal treafury of bis msj2fy, on the tft of January, 
- 3988, at the houfe of his grand bank«r at Paris, che 

 faid fim of eighteen millions money of France, with 
- intereft at five per cent. per annum, bs 


of the capital in ready moncy at the royal treafary, bd 


ys 35 May, . a _ 950.060 


_7 4 Auguft, «owe, ape 0,.000~ 
ae — —— 4,000 909 
x july, 2 Le a, §00°0e® 


ax 5 of the fame month, *- -* 3.009.000 
Bitasd Sb. tor = : <==, 000, 009 


i} 


By. which receipts ‘he faid minifter bas promifed in 


ARTICLE 


Confidering that the payment of fo large 2 ‘capital at) 
the one ftipulated period the Gr& of January, 1788," 
may greatly injure the Gisances of the Corgrefs of! the 


on that footing, his msjefty has been pleafed for that | 
yeafon to recede in that re(pea from the tenor of the 


receip's which the minifter of Congrefs has given for 


the eighteen million livers tournois, mentioned io the 
foregoiog article, and bas confented that the payment 


in twelve equal paymeats of 1, 500,000 livers each, and) 
in iwelve years only, to commence trom the third) yc ary 
after a peace, 5 7 ete, et 


ARTt1 CLE. a BEM 


Although the receip*s of the minifter of the Congref@ 
of the United States ipecify, that the eighteen m lion off 
livers above mentioned, sre tobe paid atthe royal trea 
fury, with intereft at five per cent. per annum. i's ma 
jefly being willing to gve the faid United Starrs a ne 


proof of his #ffection and friendfhip, has been pleated cc ' 
vintere® 


a. = 


lively acknowledgements. ee & # = 
Re. VAR Ee ey Se 


The' payment of the (aid eighteen millions of livres. 
tourniois; thall be in ready money at the royal treafury. 
of bis majefy at Paris, in twelve equa! paris, and ‘at the 
terms ftipulated in the above feebnd article. Tie inier- 
eftof the (aid fum ai five per cent. ptr anbum {hel} com-, 
mence with the-dae of the treaty cf peace, and fail be 
paid at every period of the partial pay nents of the capital, 
ae fhall diminifh in proporiion witithe payment, The 
Cengrefs of the faid United States béidg felt, however, 
at liberty to free themieives Tooner from this obligation’ 
by au'-cipated payments, in cafe the fate of their Gaaa-) 
ces will admit. ba Seareg gs Srey er eae 


Hot 2 tA ew hac Peo © eed 


' Although the loan of five millions of florins of Hoke 89 - 
land, agesed to by the States General of the United Pro- 
“Vinees of the Netherlands.on the terms of the obligation 
pafi:d om the sth of November, 1781, beiween his 
jetty and the taid Siates General, has been made im 
his Mej-fty’s name and guaranteed by bim ; it is never- 
helefs acknowledged by thefe prefenss, that tho {aid 
ean was made in reality on accouatvand tor the fervice 
of the! United States of North-America, and that the 
capital, amounticg at a moderate valuation to the fum 
of t¢a millions livres tournois, has been paid to the faid 
Waited Siates, agrecably to areceipt for the payment of 
the faid fun, given by the underfigned minifter of Con- 


gre(s the feventh day ef June taft, — 
aty ‘ Sijabes he A R T I Cc L E Vi 


By the convention of the faid sth of November, 178 1@4 
the king bas been pieafed to promife and engage tofurnith, 
and pay atthe general counter of the -Stares General of 
the Netherlands, the capital of the faid loan, with the 

iatercht : : 
pee ae a s, ee 
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intereft at four percent. per aanum, without any charge 
o¢ deduction wha‘ever to the leaders, fo that the faid ca. 
pital thall be wh. lly repaid after the {pace of five years, 
the psyments tobe made in ten equal périods, the firtt 
of which to comm:nee the fixth year from the date 
of the loan, and afterwards from year to year to the fiaal 
payment of the (aid fum; but i: isin like manner ac- 
knowledged by this act, that this engagement was entered 
into by the king ac the requcft of the underfizaed minifier 
of the United States, and on the promife by him mede in the 
name of Congrefs, and on bebalf of the thirteen United 
States,to caufe to be reimburfed and paid at the royal trea- 
fary of his majefty at Paris,the capital iatereft and coft of 
the faid loaa, according to the conditions and terms fixed 
by the faid. conventior. of the ¢:h of November, 3781. 


ARTICLE VIL 
eS eae RBH, 


It is accordingly agreed and fettle3, that the fum of 
Ren million livers tournois, being by a moderate compu- 
tation the principal of the loan of five millions of Hol. 
Jand florins abovementioned, fhall be reimburfed, and 
paid in ready money at the royal tresfury of bis majef- 
ty at Paris, with the intereft-at four per cent, per annumy 
in ten eqaal paymzats of one million each, and in ten 
terms, the firft of which fhall be on the 5th of Novem- 
her, 1987, the fecond, the sth of November, 1783, and 
fo from year to year till the fias! payment of the faid 
fam of ten millions, the interc leffening in proportion 
with the partial payments of the capital. But in con- 
fequence of the king’s aff:Gion for the United States, 
his majtfty has been pleafed to charge Rimfelf with 
the expence of commiflions and bank for the faid loan, 
of which expences his majefiy has made a prefent to the 
U iicedStaces,and this their under fgned minifter accepts 
with tha: ks in the name of Congrefs,as anew proof of his 
Majefty’s gensroficy and friendthip for the faid Unitedsta-es. 


ARTICLE VII 


With regard to the intereft of the faid lose durieg ths 

five years preceding the Grft term of payment of the 

apical as the king has engaged to pay it at the general 

counter of the States General of the Netheriande, at the 

wats of four per cent. ysarly, and every ysar, cousting 
ox: z frome 


ym the sth of November, 1781, according to the convention 
‘that day, the minifter of Congrefs acknowledges that the 
fe-payment of that is due to his majefty by the United 
tates, and he engages in the name of the faid United States, 
_to caufe payment thereof to be made, at the fame time and 
Jat the fame rate at the royal treafury of his majefty; the 
| firlt year’s intereft to be paid the sth of November, nexr, 
-and fo yearly during the five years preceding the frft term 
far the payment of the capital, fixed as above on the sth 
of November, 1787. =] 
- Thevhigh contraéting parties reciprocally bind themfelves 
tothe faithful obfervance of this contract, the ratifications 
 dogees fhall be exchanged in the fpace ef nine months 
rom this day, or fooner if poflible. 
In teftimony whereof, we the faid plenipotentiaries of His 
'Moft Chriftian Majefty, and of the thirteen United States 
- of North-America, in virtue of our refpective powers, have 
‘figned thefe prefents, and thereunto fixed. the feal of our 
Arms. : 


Done at Verfailles, the fixteenth day of July, one 
-thoufand feven hundred and eighty-two. ‘ 


GRAVIER ps VERGENNES, (L.S.) 
“B. FRANKLIN. (L.S.) 


NOW KNOW YE, That we the faid United States 
in Congrefs affembled, imprefled with a moft lively fenfe of 
_. the generofity and affetion manifefted by His Moft Chri- 
ftian Majefty in the above contrat, have ratifted and con- 
| firmed, and by thefe prefents do ratify and confirm the faid . 
| contract, and every article and claufe thereof, And we do 
hereby empower our minifter plenipotentiary at the court of 
Verfailles to deliver this our aé&t of ratification, in exchange 
gr the ratification of the faid contra& on the part of His 
Mok Chriftian Majefty. 
; Tn teftimony whereof, we have caufed our feal to be 
\ thereunto affixed, Witnefs his Excellency ELIAS 
“~~ BOUDINOT, Prefident, this twenty fecond day of 
\ _ Jewary, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty three, 
and of our fovercignty and independence the feventh. 
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The CONTRACT entered into by the Honorable 
_ J. ADAMS, in behalf of the Unired States, with 
Sundries, for a-loan of five millions of Fiorins. 
TRANSLATION fromthe DUTCH, 
Minuted ona Seal of 48 Stivers, pred : 

( Signed ) ‘ | 
Van Hors, Notary. 


N the 11th day of June, in the year one thoufand 

' feven hundred and eighty-two, appeared- before me, 
Pieter Galenus Van Hole, notary of Amfterdam, admitted 
by the honourable court of Holland, 

“The honourable John Adams, efquire, minifter plenipo- 
~ tentiaryon the part of the United States of America, by_ 
their High Mightineffes the Lords States General of the 
United Netherlands, &c, &c. in quality, as efpecially qua- 
lified and authorifed by the abovementioned flates of Ame- 
rica in Congrefs affembled, for and in behalf of the faid 
ftates of America, to raife a Joan with any perfon or per- 
fons, ftates or companies, with fubjoined affurance in good 
faith to ratify and fulfil all that thal! be done in this re- 
fpe& by him, honourable appearer, according to authentic 
copy and tranflation of the original commiflion or power 
exhibited to me, notary, and depofited in my cuftody, in 
behalf of the joint money ienders. 

The honourable appearer refiding in the Hague, but being 
now in this city. 

And the honourable appearer acknowledged himfelf in his 
aforefaid quality, and thus in the name and in behalf of the 
above-meutioned ftates of America, to be duly and lawfully 
indebted to and in behalf of fundry perfons, or money-lenders, 
in all a fam of one million of guilders, Dutch current money,. 
arifing from and on account of fo much ready money received 
by him honourable appearer, in his aforefaid quality, to his 
perfedt fatisfadtion, from the faid money-lenders, in confe- 

uence of the receipt hereafter mentioned, to be figned by 
_ the honourable appearer, under the authentic copies hereof, ex- 

- prefaly and formally difavowing the excufe of untold — 

nd 


eas *) 


And the honourable appearer promifed, in his aforefaid 
quality, to repay in this city the faid fum of one million of 
guilders, free from al) cofts, charges and damages, to ‘the 

_abovementioned money lenders, or theit affigns, at the ex- 
_ piration of fiftcem years after the sft day of June, 1782; and 
that in the following manner, to wit, : 

That the abovementioned capital fhall remain fixed during 
‘the fpace of ten years, and that with the eleventh year, and 
thus on the firftday of June, 1793, a fifth part or two huh- 
dred thoufand guilders of the faid capital of one million, thall 
be redeemed, and in the fame manner from year to year until 
the ift day of June, 1797, inclufive, fo that the whole capital 
fhall be redeemed and difcharged within the abovementioned 
fpace of fifteen years. 

And that for faid capital, at firft for the whole and after- 

wards for the refidue, at the expiration of every year, intereft 

fhall be paid, at the rate of five percent. in the year commencing 
the firft day of June. 14782, and to continue until the final 
accomplifhment, and that on coupons to be figned by or for 
account of faid honourable appearer in his aforefaid quality. 


That the abovementioned redeeming thall be performed 
by drawing in prefence of a notary and witneffes in this city, 
at the expiration of the firft mentioned ten years, in fuch a 
maoner that the Nos: of the obligations drawn thal) be by 
times made known ia the public papers. 

That thé payment of the interefts, as alfo the redeeming 
of the refpective periods, fhall be made at the compting- 
houfes of the hereafter mentioned gentlemen, directors, or 

‘at fuch other places within this city, as hall likewife be ad- 
vertifed in the public papers. 

_ That the direé&tors of this negociation thall be mefli’rs. 
Wilhelm et Jan Willink, Nicolaas et Jacob Van Staphorft 
and de la Lande et Fynje, merchants of this city, who are 
by thefe prefents, thereto named and appointed by the honor- 
€ ie appearer in his aforefaid quality. 


The ‘honorable appearer promifing and engaging, in the 
_ games of his conftituénts, that the amount of the interefts and 
of the redeemings to be made from time to time of the {aid 
capital, thall be in due time remitted to the aforefaid gentle- 
men directors, their heirs or fucceffors, in good bills of 
aes exchange, 


z 
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exchange, American produéts, or in ready money, without 
any abatement or deduction whatfoever. : . 
‘hat this obligation thall never be fubje& to any impott 
or taxes already laid or in time to come to be laid in the 
faid United States of America, even in cafe (which “God 
forbid) any war, hoftilities or divifions fhould arife between 


_ aforefaid United States or any of them, on the one fide, and 


the ftates of thefe lands on the other, that the payment of 


"the capita! or intereffs of this obligation can in no wife nor 


under any pretext whatfoever be hindred or delayed. 
The honourable appearer in his aforefaid quality, promifing 


“and engaging, moreover, for and in the names of the faid 


United States, that there hall never be made by them-of on 
their parts, or any of them in particular, any convention or 
treaty, public or private, at the making of peace or otherwile, 
‘by which the validity and accomplifhment of thefe prefents 
might be prejudiced, or whereby any thing contrary thereto 
might be ft+pulated, but that without any exception the con- 
“tents hereof shall be maintained in full force. 


. The honourable appearer in his aforefaid quality likewife 
peace: engages and binds himfelf by thefe prefents, that 
this engagement fhall be ratified and approved as foon as 


poflible by faid” United States in Congrefs aflembled, 4nd 
that authentic copy tranflation of faid ratification with the 
original fhall be depofited in cuftody of me, notary, to be 
there kept with faid autheatic copy tranflation of the com- 


-tiflion or power of him honourable appearer, and the engroff- 


ed hereof, for the fecurity of the money lenders, until the 
abovenrentioned capital and interefts as aforefaid fhall be re- 
deemed and paid off. 5 2% 

And there fhall be made of this act (as the honourable 
appearer in his aforefaid quality confents) above and befides 
the abovementioned engroffed one thoufand authentic copies 
whith fhalt'be of the fame force and value and have the fame 
effect as the engroffed one, under every one of which copies 
fhall be placed a receipt of one thoufand guilders Dutch cur- 
rent money, either on name or in blaok, at the choice of 
the money lenders, to be figned by him honourable appearer, 
aod which receipts fhall be refpectively numbered from 

No. 1 to 1000 inclufive, and couoterfigned by abovementioned 

gentlemen direétors, and duly attefted by me, notary, as a 

teftimony that no more than one thoufand obligations are 
a = numbered 


Bieta SN ae tiga SY eee 
sumbered: in virtue of this act. All which authentic copies, - 
with the receipts there under placed, fhall at the redeeming 

) pf the capital. be reftored by the bearers. 

Qn failure of prompt payment as well of the capital, as of 
_ | the interefts at the appointed periods, thé capital or refidue 
thereof may be demanded by. the gentlemen directors in be- 

If of the money lenders, who fhall be then interefted there+ *. 

jn, and the aforefaid principals aod commiittents of him, hon- 
ourable appearer, fhall in that cafe be held and bound to 
redeem and difcharge immediately in one fum the remaining 
capital with the interefts and charges. 

For the accomplifhment and performance of all the above 
written, the honourable appearer binds in his aforefaid quality, 
and thus in the names and on the part of the abovementioned 
United States of America, the faid United States of Ametica . 
jointly and each of them in particuiar, together with all their 
lands, chattles, revenues and produéts, together with impofts 
and taxes already laid and raifed in the fame, or in time to 
come to be laid and raifed, and thus of all the United States 
of America jointly and of each of the fame in particular for 
the whole. 

He the honourable appeater renouncing, in the names as 
above, for that purpofe exprefsly beneficium divifionis as like- 

|. wife de duobus vel pluribus reis debendi, fignifying a retribu- 
tion of debts, and that when two or more are indebted, each 
of them can fatisfy with the payment of their portion; the 
honoafable appearer promifing in bis aforefaid quality, never 
to have recourfe to\the faid or to any other evafions whatfo- 
ever. ‘ ‘ 

This being ‘paffed (after tranflation into Englith was made. 
hereof, and which likewife is figned by the honourable appear- 
er, and depofited in the cuftody of me.the faid notary) with- - 
in Amfterdam aforefaid, in the prefence of oe 


/ 


‘ 


. 


Gipion Vietoret . » ne(fes 
witnefles. 
Cornetis MarcuantT, } 


(Signed) P. G. Van Hore, notary. 
Coll; - 
‘ Faithfully tranflated from the Dutch, Amferdam, 
this 17th day of June, 1782. _ : 
: JOANNES VERGEEL L, Son. 
fworh tranflator. 
> ‘No 2, Thers 


There are four others of the fame tenor and date, number. 
ed 2, 3, 4, §» Making in the whole five millions guilders ; 
aod each of the faid contracts is ratified by Congrefs, aad 
by their order endorfed as follows : ee 


BE it remembered that the five feyeral contraéts or engage- 
ments entered into by the honourable John Adams, efquire, 
minifter plenipoteatiary of the United States of America, to 
their High Mightinefles the Lords the States General of the 
United Netherlands, in behalf of the faid United States, 
bearing date the eleventh day of June in the year 1982, and 
purporting to be fecurities each of them for the payment of - 
a million of guilders, Dutch current money, by the United 
States to certain money lenders under the negociation of 
mefirs. Wilhelm and Jan Willink, Nicolaas and Jacob van 
Staphorft and de fa Lande and Fynje, merchants in Amfter- 
dam, were read in Congrefs, approved and ratified, and the 
fame are hereby ratified and declared obligatory on the faid 

United States, at ? 

Done in the State-Houfe, at Philadelphia, by the 
United States of America in Congrefs aflembled, 
the fourteenth day of September, in the year of 
our Lord 1782, and in the feventh year of our. 
Independence. 


JOHN HANSON. prefident, 


' {PAPER 
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| is To the United States in Congrefs 
: in affembled. 


The Addrefs and Petition of the Officers of the 
Army of the United States,  — 


Humarty Suewstn, 


HAT we, the officers of the army of the United 

& States, in behalf of ourfelves and our bretheren the 
foldiers, beg leave, with all proper deference and refpect, 
freely to ftate to Congrefs, the fupreme power of the United 
States, the great diftrefs under which we labour. 

At this period of the war it is with peculiar pain we find 
» onrfelves conftrained to addrefs your auguft body, on matters 
ofa pecuniary nature. We have ftruggled with our diffieulties 
year after year, under the hopes that each would be the laft ; 
but we have been difappointed. We find our emba ents 
thicken fo faft, and have become fo complex, that many of 
us are unable to go further. In this exigence we apply to 
Congrefs for relief, as our head and fovereign. 

To prove that our hardfhips are exceedingly difpropor- 
tionate to thofe of aay other citizens of America, let a re- 
eurrence be had to the paymafter’s accounts, for four years palit. 
If to this it fhould be objected, that the refpedive ftates 
have made fettlements and given fecurities for the pay due, 
for part of that time, let the prefent value of thofe nominal 
obligations be afcertained by the monied men, and they will 
| be found to be worth little indeed; and yet, trifling as they 
are, many have been under the fad neceflity of parting with 
them, to prevent their families from adually ftarving. 
__. We complain that thadows have been offered to us, while 

__ the fubftance has been gleaned by others, 
» Our fituation compels us to fearch for the caufe of our ex- 
treme ‘poverty. The citizens murmur at the greatnefs of 
| their taxes, and are aftorifhed that no part reaches the army. 
| The tumerovs demands between the firft colleétors and the 
| - foldiers, {wallow up the whole. 
| ; Z Our 
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“ Our diftreffes are now brought to a point, We have 
borne all that men can bear—our property is expended-— 
our private refources are at an end—and cour friends are 
wearied out and difgufted with our inceffant applications. 
We therefore moft ferioufly and earneftly beg, that a fupply 
of money may be forwarded to the army as foon as poflible. 
"Phe unealinefs of the foldiers, for want of pay, is. great and 
dangerous; any further experiments on their patience may 
have fatal effects. ~ vila: 

The promifed fubfiftence or ration of provifions, confifted 
of certain articles {pecified in-kind and quantity. This ration, 
, without regard, that we can conceive, to the health of the 

troops has been frequently altered, as neceflity or conveni- 
ency fuggefted, generally Jofing by the change fome part of 
its. fubftance. On an average, not more than feven or eight 
tenths have been iffued ; the retained parts-were, for a fhort 
time, paid for ; but the bufinefs became troublefome to thofe 
who were to execute it. For this, or fome other reafons, all 
regard to the dues, as they refpeéted the foldiers, has been 
difcontinued (now and then a trifling gratuity excepted.) As 
thefe dues refpected the officers, they were compenfated dur- 
ing one year and part of another, by an extra ration; a3 to 
the retained rations, the account for feveral yeass remains un- 
. fettled ; there is a large balance due upon it, and a con- 
fiderable fum for that of forage. ~ 
The cloathing was another part of the foldiers hire. The 
arrearages on that fcore, for the year 1777, were paid off in’ 
continental money, when the dollar was worth about four- 
_pence ; the arrearages for the following years, are unliquidated, 
and we apprehend fcarcely thought of, but by the army, 
~ Whenever there has been a real want of means, any defect 
in fyftem, or neglect inexecution, in the departments of the 
army, we have invariably been the fuflerers, by hunger and 
nakednefs, and by languifhing in an hofpital. ees 
We beg leave to urge ao immediate adjufiment of all dues ; 
‘that, as great a part as poflible, be paid, and the remainder 
put on fuch a footing as will reftore cheerfulnefs to the 
army, revive confidence in the juftice and generofity of its 
conftituents, and contribute to the very defirable effect of re- 
eftablifhing public credit. oes) * 
We aré grieved to find, that our brethren, who re- 
tired from fervics on half pay, under the refolation of 
asia : Congrefs 
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i. KNOX, N. Gaeetst, =, he ae Tee 
JOHM. PATTERSICN, eile é ‘Oa the part of the 
Js GREATON, eaast,. 

OHN CRANE, Coloael, | " Maflachafetts line, 
iM. MAXWELL, 1ieut. ‘Colonel, 


J. HUNTINGTON, B. General, 
HA SWIPFY, Colonel, Cs the cae of sh 
SAMUEL B. WEBB, Colonel, “Conactticut liac. 
i. phi ev Atcha £4; Golonc, 2 


® CORTLANDT, Gia. pee a 


Toot N. cuMMINa®,& Lt Sea cote sti : 


1 Ow the pir ofthe Remy 
vasa corr, Major, SHampthice Hine. if 


Ee’ the part ot tbe. ee 


W. EUSTIS, Biefsitel Surgeon, ‘neral bofpital: 


MOSES: HAZEN, ‘Brigadiet- “General, 
+ Girronmeats, ‘Hedfon’s River, December, a7Ss 
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Congrefs in 1780, are not only deftitute of any ef&@ual 
Provition, but are become the objects of obloquy. Theis 
condition basa very difcouraging afpet onus, who mu 
fooner or later retire, and from every confideration of juf- 
tice, gratitude and policy, demands attention and redrefs, 
We regard the aét. of Congrefs _refpetting balf pay, asan 
bonourable and juft recompence for feveral years hard fer- 
vice, ia which the health and fortunes of the officers have 
been worn down and exhaufted. We fee with chagrin the 
odious point of view, in-which the citizens of too many of 
the fiates endeavour to place the men entitled to it, We 
hope, for the honour of human nature, that there are none 
fo hardened in the fin of ingratitude, as to deny ihe juftice 
of the reward, We have reafon to believe, that the objecti-. 
om generally is againft the mode only, To prevent there~ 
fore, any altercations and diftinétions, which may tend te 
injure that harmony which we ardently defire may reigns 
throughout the community, we are willing to commute the 
‘half pay pledged, for full pay, for a certain number of years, 
or for a fum in gtofs, as thall be agreed to by the committee 
fent with this addrefs, And in this we pray, that the dif- 
abled officers and foldiers, with the widows and orphans of 
thofe, who have expended, or may expend their lives in the 
ferviee of their country, may be fully comprehended. We 
alfo beg, thet fome mode may be pointed out for the eventu- 
al payment of thofe foldiers, who are the {ubje@s of the 
refolution of Congrefs, of the 15th May, 1778. 
¥o the reprefentation now made, the army bave not a doubt 


that Congrefs will pay all that attention, which the ferious 


nature of it requires. It would be criminal in the officers te 
Gonceal the general diffatisfaCtion which prevails, and is 
aining ground in the army, from the preffure of evils and 
fajuries, which, in the courfe of feyen long years, have made 
their condition, in many inflances, wretched. They theree 
fore catreat, that Congrefs, to convince the army and the 
world, that the independence of America fhall not be placed 
on the ruin of any particular clafs. of her citigens, will poigg 
Cut a mode for immediate redreG, 
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Extra of a Letter from His Excel> 
lency Gen. WasHincTon, dated 
Head-Quartess, March 12, 1783. 


/ ‘ ‘ A, 
“SiR, | A 


6+ FT is with inuzprefiible concera I make the followiag 

report to your exeelleney :—-Two days age, anoni- 

mows papers were circulated in the army, requetting 2 geac- 

~ gal meeting of the offiee:s or the nextday, A copy. of one 
of thefe pep:rs is enclofed, Ne. 12° ARE 


<: About the fame time anether anonimous paper, pur- 
porting to be am addrefe to the officers of the army, was band- 
ed about im a elandeftine manner.—A copy of this is mark: 
‘ad No. Bos St eR i ty CR Ee 3 =~ 


_ 4 To prevent any precipitate and daagerom tefoletioss 
from being taken at this perilous mement, while the paifi- 
‘ons were all inflamed ; a3 foom as‘ teefe things cameto my 
knowledge, the next morning, I iffeed the enelofed order, 
Wo. 3. Aed ia this Stuation the matter sow refis. : 


s Since writing the foregoing, another asesimous paper 
foas been put in sireviation, # copy of which iseeclofed, No. 4: 


{No. 1.) : > 
MEETING of the general and Geld ofienrs is requeft- 
A edat the public building, on Tuefday wext, at eleven 
o'clock. A eommiflioned officer from each company is ex- 
petted, aad a delegate from the medical ftaf. The object of 
this convention, is to cosfider the late letter from our repre- 
fentatives in Philadelphia ; aud what meafurcs (if any) haul 
be adopted, to obtaie that redrede of gtievancws whieh wey, 
feem to have folleited in vaia, . (aio. 2.) 
ars Rt ETS Pave Oc Be, 


/ 


: aes 
(No. 2.) 3] 
" To the OFFICERS of the ARMY« 


- Gentlemen, zs ts 

A fellow foldier, whofe intereft_ and affections bind him 
ftrongly to you, whofe paft fufferings have becn as great, and 
whofe future fortune may be as defperate as yours—would 
~ Wbeg leave to addrefs you. ° 

Age has its claims, and ravk is not without its pretenfions 
to advife: but, though unfupported by botb, -he flatters” 
bimfelf, that the plain language of fiocerity and experience 
will neither be unheard nor unregarded. 

Like many of you, be loved private life, and left it with 
wegret. He lefe ir, determined to retire from the field, with 
ehe neceffity that called him to-it, and not till then—Not till 
the enemles of his country, the flaves of power, and the hire- 
lings of injuttice, were compelled to abandon their fchemes, 
_ and acknowledge America as terrible in arms as fhe had been 
humble in remonftrance. With this obje& in view, he bas 
long fhered in your toils, and mingled in your dangers. = 
He has felt the cold hand of poverty without a murmur, and 
has feen the infolence of wealth without a figh—-But, too 
“mueh under the direction of his wifhes, and fometimes weak 
@rough to miftake defire for opinion, he has till lately—ve- 
ty lately believed in the juftice of his country, He boped, 
that as the clouds of adverfity fcatrered, and as the funthine of 
peace and better fortune broke in upon us, the coldnefs and - 
foverity of governmert would relax, and that, more than juf- 
Rice, that g-atitude would blaze forth upon thofe hands, which 
had upheld her, in the darkeff ftages of her paflege, from im- 
pending farvitude to acknowledged independence. But faith: 

a8 its limits, as well as temper, and there are points beyond 
which, seither can be ftretcbed, without finking into cowar- 
dice or pluaging into credulity.——This, my friends, I con- 
€tive to be your fituation.—Hurried to the very verge of 
oth, another ttep would rain you forever.—-To be tame and 
unprovoked when injuries prefs hard upon you, is more than 
weaknefs; but tolook up for kinder ufage, without one 
manly effort of your own, would fix your character, and 
thew the world bew tichly youdeferve thofe chains you — 

: +e g . ® 
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‘To guard againft this evil, letus take a review of the greund 
upen which we now ftand, and from thence carry our thoughts 
forward for a mom-<at, into the unexplored ficld of expedicne. 
After a purfuit of feven long years, the objet tor which 

we fet out is at length brought within our re«co.— Yes, my 
friends, that fuffering courage of yours, was -ttive once=— 

it has conducted the United States of America th ough adoubt- 
ful and a bloody war. Itbas plcaed her in the ct ais of Indepen- 
dency, and peace returns again to blefs—-whom ?—A country 
willing to redrefs your wrongs, cherith your worth and re- 
ward your fervices, a sountry courting y ur return to private 
life, with tears of gratitude, and fmilcs of admiration, long- 
ing to divide with you that independency which your gatlantry 
has given, and thofe riebes which your wounds have preferv- 
ed ? Is this the cafe ? Or is it rather, a country that tramples- 
upon your rights, difdains your cries and infults your dif- 
treffes 2 Mave you not, more than once, fuggefted your — 
wifhes, and made known your wants to Congrefs ? Wants 
and wifhes which gratitude and policy thould have anticipat« 
ed, rather than evaded. And have you not lately,°in the 
meck language of entreating memorials, begged from their 
joftice, what you would no longer expeét from their favour ? 
' How have you been anfwered ? Let the letter which you are 

ealled to confider to-morrow make seply. Ae 

‘ If this, then, be your treatment, while the {words you wear 
are neceffary for the defence of America, what have you to 
2 from peace, when your voice fhall fink, and your 
_. ftrength diffipate by divifion ? When thofe very fwords, the 
inftruments and companions of your glory, fhall be teken 
from your fides, and no remaining mark of military dittine- 

~ tion left, but your wants, infirmities and fears ? Cun‘you then 
» eonfent to be the only fufferers by this revolution. and rerir- 
~ fag from the field, grow old in poverty wretchednefs and 
_ @ontempt ? Can you confent to wade through the vile mire 
~@f dependensy, and owe the mifereble remnant of thet life 
_ “te charity, which has hitherto been foent in honour ? 
| Hyos'can —co,— and carry witb you the jeft of Tortes 
» and the fcorn of whigs,—:he ridicule, apd what is worfe, 
the pity of the world: Go, ftarve, and be forgotten*! But. 
_-# yout fpirit thould cevolt at this ; you bave fgufe enough 

: ” te 
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e ts See ee : 
ge difeaver, and fpirit enoegh to. oppofe tyranny wader 
avhatever gare it may aflune; whether it be the plain oat 
ef republicsnifea, or tha {plendid rope of royalty, if: you 
have yet lerreed to diferiminsis berwese 2 people and a 
- gaufe, between men and prineiplea—-awake—attead to your 
Gruation and redrefs yourfelves. -1f the prefent moment be 
Mok, every furure effort is in. vain 5 aadyour threats then, will 
lee 25 erapty a5 yout intreaties now. i 
~ [ would advife you, therefore, ta come to fome final opi- 
wios, wpoo what yeu eas bear, and what you will fuffer. 
Jf your det-rmination be Ja any proportion to your WRODRS, 
earry your appeal from the juftice te the fears of geversament, 
Case te milk and water ftyle of your. lak meraorial ; 
‘ aflame a bolder tone—-secent, bur live! y, {pirited and deter. 
mained, and fufpect the man who would advife to more 
moderation, and longer forbearance. Let twe or three men 
who ean fcel 25 well as write, be appointed to draw up yeur 
Jaft remenfitance ; for I would 20 lenger give tt the fueing. 
oft, uafeccess{ul epithet of memorial.» Let it be reprefeated 
da laaguage that will gither difmonor you by its rudesefe, 
ger betray you by its: fears ; what bas bees -promifed by 
Congrefa; and what has been perfermed,—hew long and how 
_paricnily you kave feff:red, how little vow have afked, aad 
bow much of thar lite has been denied. Tell them that, 
- though you ware the firft, asd would with to be the laft ta« 
_ @nsounter dasger / Though defpair tfelf can never drive you 

inte difhorows, it may drive you from the field: That the 
weand often irritated, aad never healed, may at length be« 
ome inewcable; and that the. fighte mark of indignity 
from Coagre(s new, rauf operaic like: the grave, and part 
you forever: That ina iy political. event, the army bas its 
alternative. If peace,t hat nothing fhall feparate them from 
‘your arm but @eath : 1f war, that courtieg the aufpices, and 
iaviting the diretion of your illufiriows leader, yeu will 
getise te fome unfettled couetry, fmile in your twrn, and 
_ © moek when their fear cometh on.” But let it reprefent 
alfe that fhould they comply with the requeft of your late 
memoriel, it wovld make you more happy, aud them more 
ae ee Ae Bugooss sd Bee) Ry ke refpectable. 
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refpettable. That while the war fhould sontisve, yeu weulg- 


follow thei: &aadard iato the field<—aad when it «sme to ae 
ezd, yew would withdraw into the thads of privaw life, 
aud give the world another febject of wonder amd applaulce ? 
wa army victorious over its enemice—vitorious ore 
isfelf. : 


a ai ee 


ae (Me. 3.) 
GENERAL ORDERS. 


pS =e Mead Quartere, Masch 11, 1785. 

fe commander in shief, baving beard that a geveral 
weeviag of tae officers of the army, was propofed to be ‘nald 
this day at the new byilding, in an anosymous paper, whies 
was girculated yefterday by fome wnkaowa pe:fon, eostuives, 
although he is fully perfeaded that the goed fenfe of the of- 
ficers would induce teem to pay very littlézttestion to fee 
an irregolac invitation, bis duty as well as the reputation and 


x 


tree intere% of the army, requires bis difapprobatica-ef fueb — 


diforderly preosediugs. At the fame timc, he requete the 
geacral and field offeers, with onc officer from each scompa- 
uy, and a proper reprefentatios from the Ma of the army, 
will aflemble at 12 o’slock on Saiurday mext, at the sew 
building, to hear the report of the committee of the army te 
G@ougrese. After mature deliberation, they will devile what 
farther meafurcs ought to. be adopted as meh rational aad 
bef calewleted to attain the jeft aad important object im view. 
‘The fesior officer ia raak prefea: will be pleafed to preiide, 
eure: the refeleof the deliberations to the Conmiandst 
in Chic: ~ 


i (No. 4.) 
Toth OFFICERS of the ARMY. 


: = Grarlemen, z 
THE awboref a late adérefs, anziows to geferve, thouge 

he thould fail to cogege your efesm 5 ead determined at Crea 
. Ly 


? 
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ry rifqueto unfold your duty and difcharge bis own, woul§ 
_beg leaveto folicir (be justher indulgence of a few moments 


aticntion., Aware of the coynefs with which his laft lettee - 


would be received, he feels himfelf ‘neither difappointed nor 
difpieafed with the caution it basemet. Ye well knew that 
it {poke a language which, till now, bad been beard only in 
whifp:rs and that it contained fome fentiments which confi- 
dence itfelf would havebreathed with diflrutt, But their lives 
have been fhort, and their obfervations imperfcét indeed, who 
have yet to learn, that alarms may be falfe ; that the bef de- 
figns are fometimes obliged to afflume the worft afpe@ ; and 
that, however fynonimous furprife and difafier- may be ix 
military phrafe, in moral and political meaning, they con- 
vey ideas as different as they are diting. 


Sutpicion, deteftable as it iv in private life, is the lovelieft 


trait o} political characters. It prompts you to enquiry, bars 
the door agasinft defign, and opens every avenue to truth. Ie 
was the firft to oppofe a tyrant here, and fill flands centi- 


mel over the liberties of Amezica. With this belief it would 


illy become me ro ftifle the voice of this honeft guardian ; a. 
guardian, vo 2uthoriled by circum ftances digefted into proof, 


bas serfelt given birth to the eddcefs you have read, and now 
goss forth among you with a rcqueft to afl, that it may be 
treated fairly ; thae it may be confidered before it be abufed, 
and condemned before ir be tortured ; chnvineed that, in a 
fearch after crror, truth will appear, that apathy itfelf will 
grow warm in the purfuit, and though iz will be the laf te 
adopt her advice, it will be the Srft to aét wpon it, 


The general orders of yeiterday, which the weak may mif- - 


take for difapprobation, and the defigning dare to reprefeat 


as fuch, wears, in my opinion, a very different complexion, 
and carries wish it a very oppofiie tendency. Till now, the 
Commander in Chief inzs regarded the feps-you have taken 


for redrefs with good «ithes alone. His oftenfible filence © 
bas authorifed your meeiings, and his private opinion has - 


fan@tified your claims. Had he difliked the object in view, 
~ would nat the fame fenfe of duty which forbade you from 
meeting on the third day of the week, have forbidden you frou 
mecting on th feyent!: ? Is not tle fame fubje&t held up for 
your difcuffien ? and has it aot pafied the feal of aaa ang 
. EeAs, e : takea 
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taken aif rhe ioiemnity of an order? This wil! give fy 
tem to your proceedings, and ftability to your refolves. 
it will ripen fpeculation into fact ; and while it adds to 
the unanimity, it carnot poffibly leffen the independen- 
‘cy of your fentiments. It may be neceflary to'add upon 
this fubjeét, that, from the injunétion with which the 
‘general orders clofe, every maa is*at liberty to conclude 


' thar the report to be madeto head quarters is intended 


for Congre(fs... Hence will arife another motive for that 
energy which has been recommended : for, can yougive - 
the lie to the pathetic deferiptions of your reprefentati- 
ons, and the more alarming prediétions of our friends ? 
‘To fuch as make 4 want of fignature an objection to o- 
Pinion, I reply, that it matters very little whois the-au- 
‘thor of fentiments which grow out of your fee!ings, and 
apply to your wants ; that in this inftance, diffidence fug- 
gelted what experience enjoins ;, and that while I con- 
tinue to move on the high road of argument and advice, 
which is opento all, I thall continue to be the fole con- 
fident of my own fecret. But, thould the time come; 
when it fall be neceffary to depart from this general 
line, and hold up any individual among youasan ob- 


_jet of the refentment or contempt of the ref, I thud 


publicly pledge my honour asa foldier, and veracity as. 


‘aman, that i will then afflume a vifibie exiftence, and .- 


‘give my name to the army, with as little referve as E 
Ow give my Opinions. — ‘ ; 


Head Quarters, Newburgh, March 38, 1783. 


sant IGRh Gone) SRO MOR ane ae : 
: THE refult of the proceedings of the grand ccnven- 
Pion of the officers, which I have the honour of enclof- 
ing to your excellency for the infpeQiion-of Congrefs, 
will, I flatter myfelf, be conlidered as the lat glorious 
proof of patriotifm whichcould have-been given bymen . 
who afpired to the diftinétion of a patriot army ; and _ 
will not only confirm their claim to the jufice, but will 
encreafe their title to the gratitude of their country. : 
Having feen the proceedings on the part of the army _ 
‘terminate with perfect unanimity, and in a manner en- 4 
“ticely confonant to my withes; being impreffed with the 
hivelie@ fentiments of affection for thofe who have {6 


\ long; fo patiently and fo cheerfully fuiiered and fought 
‘ ; ~< : G “ 


under 


{ 53 
under my immediate diretion ; having from motives of 
joftice, duty and gratitude, fpontaneoufly offered my- 
felfas an advocate fortheir rights; and having been re- 
_quefted to write to your excellency, €arneftly entreat- 
ing the moft fpeedy decifion of Congrefs upon the fub- 
on of the late addrefs from the armiy to that honora- 
Je body 3 it now only remains for me to perform the 
taik I have aflumed, and to intercede in their bebalf, 
as I new do, that. the fovereign power will be pleafed 
to verify the prediétions I have pronounced of, and the 
__ confidence the army have repoitd in the jultice of theis 
country. jibe ; 2h 

And herel humbly conceive it is altogether unnece{la- 
ry (while Tam pleading the caufe of an army which have 
done and faffered more than any other army ever did in 
"the defence of the rights and liberties of human nature) 
to expiate on their claims to the mott ample compen- 
' fation for their meritorious fervices, becaufe they are 
eat ly known to the whole world, and becaufe (altho” 
the topics are inexhauftable) enough has already been 
_ faid on the fubjeét. “To prove the affertions, to evince 
_that my fentiments have ever been uniform, and to 
shew what my ideas of the rewards in queftion have 
always been, I appeal co the archives of Congrefs, and 
call on thofe facred depofits to-witnefs forme, And in 
order that my obfervations and arguments in favor of a 
friture adequate previfion for ‘the officersof the army 
may be brought to cemembrance again, and confidered 
in a finglé point of view without giving Congrefs the 
trouble of having recourfe to their files, I will beg leave 
to tranfmic herewith an extract from a reprefentation 
made by me to’a committee of Coogrefs, fo long.ago as 
the 2gth of January, 1778, and, alfo the tranfeript of a 
Jetter to the préfident of Congrefs, dated near Palaic 

Falls, October £1, 1780. 2S Ae eae ete 
That ia the critical and perilous moment when the laft 
menlioned Communication was made, there was the vt- 
moft danger a diffulution of the army would have taken 
place unlef& meatures fimilar to thos recommended: had 
been adpoted, will not admit a doubt. That the adop- 
tion of the refolution granting halt pay for lite has been 
attended with all the happy confequences I had foretoid 
Yo tar as réfpected the good of the fervice, let the afto- 


nidhing contralt between the ftate of the army at this in- 
: : ‘ fant 


Ee 


fant, and at the former period; defermine. And that 
the eftablifhment of funds, and fecurity of the payment” 

of all the juft demands of the army, will be the moft 
certain means of preferving the’national faith and fu- 
ture tranquility of this entenfive continent,’is my de-~ 
cided opinion. anh 85 : 

By the preceding remarks, it will readily be imagined, 
that inftead of retracting and reprehending (from farther 
experience and reflection) the mode of compenfationifo 

_ftrenuoufly urged in the enclofures,lam more and more 
cofifirmed in the fentiment, and if in the wrong, faffer 
me to pleafe myfelf withthe grateful.delufion. : 

For if, befides the fimple payment of their wages, a 
farther compenfation is not due to the fufferings and fa 
crifices of the officers,then haveI been miftaken indeed. 

- If the whole army have not merited whatever a grateful 
people can beftow, then have I been beguiled by preju- 
dice, and built opinion on the bafis of error. , If this 
countryfhould notin the event performevery thing which 
has been requefted in the laft memoria! toCongreis, then 
will my belief become vain, and the bope that has been 
excited,void of foundation. And < if,’ (as has been fug- 
gefted for the purpofe of inflaming their paflions) the 
officers of the army ‘‘ are to be the only fufferers by 
this revolution ; if retiring from the field, they are to 
grow old in poverty, wretchednefs and contempt—if 


future life. af 


alized a tale which will embitter every moment of my 


_ But Iam under no fuch apprehenfions : a country. 


_ hope I need not on this momentous occafion make ahy 
ew proteftations of perfonal difintereftednefs, having ~~ 
ever renounced for myfelf the idea of pecuniary reward, 
ware The conicioufnefs of having attempted faith. 

Se Qh t : fully 


ft 3 7. 


. fully to difcharge my duty, and the approbation of my 
country will be a fulficient recompence for my fervices. 
r Ihave the honour to be, &c. &c. 
GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
His Excellency the as pee a ae 
Prefident of Congrefs. 


pital Sietitaa ae 
(No. 5:).- 
Cantonment, xsth March, 1783. 


The officers of the army being convened agreeably 
¢o a general order of the rith inftant, the honourable 
_ gnajor-general Gates, prefident, his excellency the com-" 

shancer in chief was pleafed to addrefs the meeting aa 
 follows's. = PS Sem A eae: 2 ks 

- Gentlemen, ~ ' ee 

B Yan anonymous fummons, an attempt has been, 
made to convene you together. How inconfiftent with: 
the rules of propriety, how unmilitary, and how fub-' 
yerfive of ail order and difcipline, let the goud fenfe of. 


the army decide. 


In the moment of this fammons, another anonymous, 
production was fent into circulation, addrefled more to 
the feelings and patfions, than to the reafon and judg- 
ment of thearmy. ‘The author of the piece is entitled 
to much credit for the goodnefs of his pen ; and I coul 
swith he had as much credit for the rectitude of his heart 
for, as men (ee through different optics, and are induced 
by the reflecting’ faculties of the mind, to ufe different 
means to attain the fame end, the author of the. addrefs 
fhould fave had more charity than to mark for fufpicion, 
the man who fhould recommend. moderation and longer 
forbearance, or in otherwords, who fhould not think as 
he thinks, and_aét as he adviles. But he had another 
plan in view, in: which cardour and liberality of fenti- 
gent, regard to juftice, and love of country, have ng 

; ; parts 


C ss k . 
part 3 and he was right to infinuate the darkeft fufpici- 
on to effect the blackeft defign. That the addrefs i¢ 
drawn with great art, and is defigned to anfwer the mot 
infidious purpofes ; that it is calculated to imprefs the 
majnd with an idea of premeditated injuftice in the fo- 
vereign power ofthe United States, and roufe all thofe 
refentments which muft unavoidably flow from fuch a” 
belief ; that the fecret mover of this {cheme, whoever he 
may be, intended to take advantage of the paffions, while 
they were warmed by the recollection of paft dittreffes, 
without giving time for tool, deliberative thinking, and. 
that compofure of mind which is fo neceflary to give 
dignity and ftability to meafures, is rendered too ob- 
“ yious, by the mode of conduéting the bufinefs, to need 
other proof than a reference to the proceeding. : 
Thus much,centlemen,! have thought it incumbent on 
me to obferveto you, to fhew upon what principles I op« 
pofed the irregular & hafty meeting which was propcfed _ 
to have been held on Tuefday laft, & not becaufe I want-— 
ed a difpofition'to give you every opportunity, confiftent 
_ with your own honor, and the dignity ot the army, te 
wake known your grievances. If my conduét hereto." 


fore has not evinced to you, that I have been a faithful, - 


friena to the army, my declaration of it at this time* 


~ would be equally unavailing and improper. Butas I 


"was among the firft who embarked in the caufe of our 

- common country 5 as 1 have never left your fide one mo- 
ve been the conftant companion and witnefs of your 
iftreffes, and not among the laft to feel and acknow- 
ke your merits; as I have ever confidered my own 
military reputation as infeparably connected with that, 
‘of the army; as my heart has ever expanded with joy, 
when I have heard its praifes, and my indignation has’ 
atifen when the mouth of detraétion has been opened’ 
zgaintt it, it can fcarcely be {uppofed, at this late ftage 
of the war, that Iam indifferent to its interes. But’ 
- how are they to be promoted ?. The way is. plain, fays 
the anonymous addrefler. ‘* If war continues, remove 
jnto the unfettled country ; there eftablith yourfelves 
and leave an ungrateful country to defend itfelf.”"--But 
who are they to defend ? Our wives, our children, 
our farms and other property which we leave behind 
ui? or, inthis tate of hoftile feparation, are we te 


i= "ment, ‘when called from you on ‘public duty ; as I 
oy 


{ Se 5 ies 2 ace 


eake the two firtt, (the latter cannot be removed) ta 


Dy . 


erith in’a wilderne{s with hunger, cold and nakednefs # 
&< If peace takes place, never {heath your fwords,”’ fay 
he, “ until you have obtained full and ample. juitice.” 
'P his dreadful alternative of either deferting our country 
in the extremeft hour of her diftrefs,or turning our arms 
again{t it, which is the apparent object, unleis Congrefs 
can be compelled into inftant compliance, has fomething 
fo fhocking in it,that humanity revolts at the idea. My 


God ! what can 


, this writer have in view, by recommen= 


dine {uch meafures ? Can he be a friend to the army ? 


o 


“Can he be a friend to this country ? Rather is he not an 
jnfidious foe? Some emiflary,perhaps, from New-York, 


" plotting the ru 
and feparation 
rhe continent ? 


our underftandings, 


in of both, by fowing the feeds of difcord 
between the civil and military powers of 7 
‘And what acompliment does he pay to 


ta 


when he recommends meafures, in 


either alternative, impraéticable in their nature? But, 
here, gentlemen, I will drop the curtain, becaufe, it 


-would be as imprudent in-me to affign my reafons for 
ghis opinion, as it would be infulting to your concepti- 


on to fuppofe 


you ftood in need of them. A moment's” 


xefieétion will convince every difpafionate mind of the 


. 


_ phyfical impofibility of carrying either propofal into 


execution. ‘T 
ty in my takin 


here might, gentlemen, be an impropric- 
g notice, in this addrefs to you, of an* 


anonymous produ@ion ; but the manner in which that 
performance has been introduced to the army, the ef- 


fect it was inte 


nded to_bave, together with fome other 


circumftances, will-amply jultify my obfervations on 
the tendency of that writing. 


. © With refpeét to the advice given by the author, to 
fufpect the man, who fhall recommend moderate mea- 
fures and longer forbearance, I fpurn it, as every man 
who regards that liberty and -reveres that juftice for 
which we contend. undoubtedly muft ; for, if men are 
to be precluded from offering their fentiments on a mat- 


ter which may 
confequences, 
kind,-reafon is 
goay be taken a 


involve the moft ferious and alarming 
that can invite the confideration of man- 
of no ufé to us.. The freedom of fpeech 
way,and dumb and filent we may be led, 


» Vike theep to the flaughter. Icannot, in juftice to my_own 
: helief, and what I have great reafon to conceive is the 


ia 


Jatention ofCongrefs, conclude this addrefs, without giv 


ing 


foare 
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ing it as my decided opinion, that, that honorable body- 
> entertain exalted fentiments of the fervices of the army, 
“and from rhe conviétion of its merits and fufferings, 


“will do it cotmplete juftice : that their endeavours to . 


difcover and éitablith funds for this purpofe have been 
unwearied, “and will not ceafe till they have fueceeded, 
‘I have not a doubt. : 5 


¥ 


But, like all other large bodies, where there is a va~ 


riety of different interefts to reconcile, their determina 
tions are fow. Why then fhould we dilftrut them * 


~ ‘And in confequence of that diftruft, adopt meafures 


which may caft a fhade over that glory which has been 
fo juttly acquired,and tarnifh the reputation of an army 


which is celebrated through all Europe for its fortitude 
and patriotifm ? And for what is this done? Te bring” 


the objeét we feck, nearer ? No, moft certainly, in my ~ 


opinion, it will caft it at a greater diffancee For my- 
felf, and IL take-no merit in giving the aflurance, being 
induced to it from principles of gratitude, veracity and 
tice, a grateful fenfe of the confidence you have ever 
“placed in me, a recoiestion of the cheerful afiftance 
and prompt obedience i have experienced from you, un- 
derevery viciflitude ef fortune, and the fincere affection 

' ¥ feel for an army I have fo long had ‘the hohor to com-~ 
mand, will oblige me to declare in this public and fo. 


Yemn mannéf, that in the attainment of complete juftice - 


for all y our toils and dangers, and in the gratification 
of every with, fo far as may be done confiitently 'with 
the great duty I owe my country, and thofe powers we 
are bound to refpect, you may freely command my fer- 
“vices to the utmoft extent of my abilities. 

While I give you thefe‘affurances and pledge myfelf 
in the moft unequivocal manner to exert whatever abil 
ty I am pofleffed of in your favour, let me entreat you, 
gentlemen,on you part, not to take any meafures, which 
viewed in the calm light of reafon, will leifen your dig- 
nity and fully the glory you have hitherto mnaintained, 
Let me requeit you to rely on the plighted faith of your 
country, and place a full confidence in the purity of the 
intentions of Congrefs, that previous to your diffoluti.~ 
‘on, as an army, they will caufe all your accounts be 
fairly liquidated, as directed in the refolutions which 


- “were publithed to you two days ago, and that they wii 


adopt the molt efiectual meafures in their power aoa? 
~ s ° e 
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der ample juftice to you, for your faithful and sa: 1+ 
ous fervices. And let me conjure you in the name of 
our common country, as you value your own facred ho-~ 
nour, as you refpeét the rigbts 0 humanity, and as 


. 


you regard the military and national character of Ame- 


ica, to expreis your utmoft ‘horror and. deteftation of 


the mam, who withes, nder any {pecieus pretences, to 
overturn the liberties of our country, and who wick- 
edly attempts to open the flood gate of civil difcord, 
and deluge our rifing empire in b O00. 42 ay 
By thus determining and thus aéting, you will purfue 
the plain and direct road to the attainment of your with- 
es; you will defeat the infidious defigns of our enethies, 
who are compelled to refort from open force to fecret 
artifice. You will give One more diftinguifhed proof 
of unexampled patriotifm and patient virtue, rifing fu- 
-perior to the preffure of the moft complicated fufferings; 
and you will, by the dignity of your conduét, attord 
_ occafion for pofterity to ey when {peaking of the glo- 
rious exaniple you have exhibited to mankind, 
«« Had this day been wanting, the world had never feen 
the Jaft tage of perfection to which human nature ié 
capable of attaining.” Ree 


His excellency having withdrawn, on motion by ge- 
meral Knox, feconded by general Putnam; 

RESOLVED, That the unanimous thanks of the of- 
ficers of the.army be prefented to his. excellency the 
commander in chief, for his excellent addrefs, and the 
communication he has been pleafed to make to them; 
and that he be affured that the officers reciprocate his 
affectionate expreffions, with the greatett fincerity of 
which the human heart is capable. 

The addrefs from the army to Congrefs—the report 
of the committee from the army---and the refolutions 
of Congrefs of the 25th January, being read, 

On a motion by gen. Putnam, feconded by gen.Hand, 

Voted, That a committee be appointed immediately 
to draw upfome refolutions ci pieliae of the bufinefs be 
fore usjand to report in half an hour ; that this commit- 
tee confit of one general officer, one field officer, and 
one captain ; and that general Knox, colonel Brooke 
and captain Howard, compofe the {aid ee the 

Q 


bf 


COs Dry, 
ag Ae 
_« Whe report of the committee being brought ia, and 
fully confidered, Mae ee. ie 
_. | Refolved unanimotfly, That at the commencement of 
~ “the orefent war, the officers of the American army en- 
' gaged in the fervice of their country trom the pureftlove 


co 


“and attachment to the rights and liberties of human 


‘niture, which motives ftill exitt in the higheft degree ; 
‘and that, nd circumftances of diftrefs or danger fhall 


indnce a conduct that may tend to fully the reputation — 


‘and glory which they have acquired, at the price of 
‘their blood ‘and eight years faithful fervices. 

_ Refolwed unanimoutly, That thearmy continue to have 
an unfhaken confidence in the juftice of Congrefs and 
their country, and are fully convinced, that thé repre- 
fentatives of America will not. difband or. difperfe’ the 
army until their accounts are liquidated, the balances 
accurately afcertained,and adequate funds eftablithed for 
‘payment, and in this arrangement the officers expect 

that the half pay, or.a cormmutation of it, fhould be ef- 
ficacioufly comprehended. 

~ Refoluved wnanimoufly, That his excellency thecom- 
gmander in chief be requefted to write to-his excellency 
the prefident of Congrels, earneftly entreating the molt 
Apeedy decifion uf that honourable body, upon the fub= 
jects of our late addrefs, which was forwarded by acom= 
mitree of the army, | fome of whom are waiting upon 
Congrefs for the refult.'. In the alternative of peace or 
war, this event would be highly fatisfactory, and. would 
produce immediate tranquility in the minds of the army 


and prevent any further machinations of defigning men, . 
. . to fow difcord between the civil and military powers of the 


United States. Me 

On motion, . : 

Refolvedananimoufly That the officers of theAmerican 
army view with abhorrence and reject with difdain, the 
infamous propofitions contained ina late anonymous ad~ 
drefs to the officers of the army,and refent with indignas 
tion the fecret attempts of fome unknown perfons to col- 
lect the officers together, in a manner totally fubyerfive 
‘of all difcipline and goed order. ‘ 

 Refolved wnanimouly, That the thanks of the officers 
of the army be given to the committee who prefented to 


_ Congres the late addrefs of the army, for.the wifdom 
\ and prudence with which they have conduéted that 


bufinels 5 


‘ 


a 
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‘bufinefs ; and that a copy of the proceedings of this 
‘day be tranfmitted by the prefident to major-general 
M’Dougail ; and that he be requefted to continue his 
Yolicitations at Congrefs, until the objects of his mifli< 
‘on are accomplithed. ‘ Ree 
The meeting was then diflolved. — : 
HORATIO GATES, Maj. Gen. Prefident. 


, ‘ a 


The fellowing ave the Refolutions referred to in the 
foregoing Addrefs and Recommendations. 


~ “In CONGRESS, September 6, 1780. 


- WNONRGRESS took inte confideration the report cf 
. Ry the committee to whom were referred the inftrucs 
“tions of che general affembly of Maryland to their de- 
legates in Congrefs, refpecting the articles ot cuntede- 
yatiou, and the declaration therein referred to, the ack 
of the legiflature of New-York on the tame fubjeé, 
and the remonttrance of the general affembly of Vir- 
ginia. which report was agreed to, and isin the words 
following fo. - - 

That pesine duly confidered the feveral matters to 
them fubmitted, they conceive it utineceflary to exa- 
mine inte the merits or policy of the initructions or 
eclaration of the general aflembly of Maryland, or of 


‘ 


. the remonfrance of thé general affembly of Virginiay 
‘as they inyolve queftions, a difcuifion of which was de- 


clined on mature coofideration, when the articles of 
confederation were debated ; nor, in the opinion of the’ 
‘committee, can fach.queftions be now revived with 
any profpeét of conciliation ; that it appears more ad- 
vifeable to prefs upon thofe ftates which ‘can remove 
the embarraffments refpecting the weltern country, a 


_ Jiberal {urrender of a portion of their territorial claims, 


fince they cannot be preferved entire without endan- 
gering the ttability of the general confederacy; to re- 
mind them how indifpenfabiy neceffary it is to eftablifh 
‘the federal union on a fixed and permanent bafis, and 


“on principles acceptable to all its refpective members; 
-“how effential to public credit and confidence, to the 
_, fepport ef our army, to the vigour of gur counfelsand 


fuccels 


} 
f 
; 


fuccefs, of our meafures, to our tranquility at home, 
and our reputation abroad, to our prefent fatety. and 
our future-profperity, to our very exiltence asa free, 
fovereign and independent people ; that they are fully 


; Ma the wifdom of the refpedtive legiflatures will ~ 


lead them to a full and impartial confideration of a 
fubjett, fo interefting to the United States-and fo ne-~ 
ceflary to the happy eftablifhment of the federal uni- 
on; that they are confirmed in-thefe expeéiations by 
a review of the beforementioned act of the legiflature 
of New-York, fubmitted to their conficeration’; that 
this at is.exprefly calculated to accelerate the federal 
alliance, by. removing, as far as depends.on that fate, 
the impediment arifing from the weftern country, and 


for that purpofe to yiuld np a portion cf territorial 


Ciaim for the general benefit : wherevpon, 

Refolved, That copies of the feveral papers referred 
to the caminitte be tranfmitted, with a copy of the re. 
‘port, to the legiflatures of the feveral fates, acd that 
it be earneftly recommended to thofe ftates, who have 
Claims to the weftern country, to pafs fuch laws, and 

give their delegates in Congrefs fuch powers, as may 
effectually remove the only obitacle toa final ratificati- 
on of the articles of confederation ; and that the legifla- 
ture of Maryland be earnetily requefied to authorifé 
their delegates in Congrefs to fubferive the faid articles. 


IN CONGRESS, OcTOBER 30, 1780. 


Congtefs ‘refumed the confideration of the report of. 


the committee, on the motion of the delegates of 
Virginia ;~and thereupon * 5 
Reiolzed, That the vnappropriated lands that may 
be ceded or relinquithed to the United States, by any 
Particular ftate, purfuant to the recommendation of 
Cong: eis of the 6th day of. September Jaft, thall be dif- 
fed. of for the common benefit of the United States, 
“and be settled and formed into diftin&t republican ftates, 
which fhall become members of the federal union, an 


_ have the fame rights of fovereignty, freedom and inde, 


#2 


“pendence, as the other flates : that each ftate which 


© — Ghali be fo formed, thall contain a fuitable extent of 


* territory, not lefs than ene hundred, nor more than, 


a 


one - 


” 
~ 


- 6 
‘one htmdred and fifty miles {quare, or as near thereta 
“us circumftances will admit : that the neceflay and, 
‘yéafonable expences which any particular ftate’ thal} 
have incurred, fince the commencement of the pre. 
Sent war, in fubduing any Britifh pofts, erin main- 
taining forts or garrifons, within and for the defence, — 
or in acquiring any part.of the territory that may be 
ceded or relinquifhed to the United States, thall be 
réimburfed : : ie ad eS ate 
That the faid lands fhall be granted and fettled at_ 
fach times, and under fuch regulations as fhall here- 
after be agreea on’ by the United States in Congrefg 
‘affembled, or any nine or more ofthem, => 
, : 


. By the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS, affem, 
— nae _ bled, December 16, 1782. 4 

\ ‘WHEREAS it'is effential to juftice and to the pre- _ 
fervatien of public credit, that whenever a nation is 
obliged by the exigencies of public affairs to contract,” 
a debt, proper funds thould be eftablithed, not only tor” 
paying the annual valué-or intereft of the fame,but for 
difcharging the principal within a reafonable period 3° 
by which a nation may avoid the evils of an excefive ~ 
accumulation of debt: therefore, ~~ ; 

Refoilved, That whenever the neat produce of any 

funds recommended by Congrefs and granted by the 
ftates, for funding the debt already contracted, of for ~ 
procuring future loans for the fupport-of the war,fhall’ 
exceed the fum requifite for paying the intereft of the ° 
whole amount of the national debt which thefe ftates 
may owe at the termination of the prefent war, the 

~ furplus of fechgrants thall form’a finking fund,to bein- 
violably appropriated to the payment of the principal 
of the faid debt, and thall on nd,account be diverted « 
to any other purpofe. © es eo aaa Nei) 

And in order that the feveral ftates may have proper 

information of the ftate of their finances, it is ‘further’ 
refolved, that as foon as’the public debt ean be liqui- 
dated, each ftate be annually furnifhed with the amount - 

~ thereof, andthe intereft thereon, and alfo of the pro- _ 
ceeds and difpofition of the funds provided for the re~ 
demption thereof, ©“ ~~ > ~~". Refolved, 


as 1 reel 


~~ 


te 


Refolved, That the faith ‘of the United States. hae 
pledged for the onfervance of the foregoing refolution 3 - 

~ and that if any fate fhall think it neceflary to make it, 
a condition of their grants, the fame will be confiders. 
ed by Congrefs as confiftent with their refolution of, 
the 3d of February, 1782. eae ha 


By the Unirep Srates in CONGRESS Affembledy 
_ Fesruary 37, 4783. 


WHEREAS bythe 8th article of the confederation’ 
and perpetual union, it is agreed and declared, that. 
all charges of war, and all other expences for the coms. 
amon defence or general welfare, allowed by the United 
States in. Congrefs aflembled, hail be defrayed out of 
3% common treafuty, “which thall be fupplied by the’ 
féveral tates, in proportion to the value. of alltand’ 

within each ftate, granted ‘to, or furveyed fer any per= 

- fon, as fuch land and the buildings and improvements 
thereon fhall be eftimated, according to fuch made as 
the United States in Congrefs affembled ‘fhall, from ~ 
time to time, direét and appoint. © ‘ of 

Refolved, That the legiflature of each ftate be, and 
they are-hereby required to take fuch meafures as thall 
appear to them moit effectual for obtaining a juft and ' 
accurate account of the quantity of land in fuch ftate, 
granted to, or furveyed for any perfon, the number 
of buildings thereon,’ diltinguifhing dwelling-houfes, 
ftom other Suildings, and che number of its inhabi- | 
tants, diftinguifhing® white trom black: that the 
leziflature. of. each ftate be, and they are hereby 

-alfo required, to cauie the faid account to be tranf- 
mitted and delivered*to Congrefs, on or before the 1. 
day of March, i784; and that Congrefg will on the’ 
2d day of March, 1784, orat their next fitting, there- , 
after, appoint agrand committee, confifting of amem~ 
ber prefent from each ttate, to take into their confi-~ 
\ deration the ‘faid- return, any nine of whom concur- 
ring fhall make a juft.and-true eftimate of the value of. 
all the lands in each of the United States, granted to, 


bey or furveyed for any perfon, and of the buildings and” 


ts thereon, and fhall report fuch eftimate 
C Saar Sate 
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yo Congrels, to be fubjeét only to their approbation c& 


gejection. That the faid eftimate when approved: by. 


Congrefs thall be a rule for adjufting all accounts be- 


~ @ween the United States and the individual flates, that 


8, each {tate fhall be debited for its juft quota or pro- 
portion on the principle aforefaid of the money there. 
fofore advanced or paid, and of the amount in value 
of the fupplies furnithed by all the ftates for thé fer vice 
ef the United States, and credited for the money ad- 
vanced and the amount in value of the fupp ies furniths 
ed by fuch ftate for the feryice of the United States.s 
That the faid eftimate thall operate for a term pot ex 
ceeding fiveyears, as a rule for apportioning onthe fe. 
eeral ftates the fums which Congreis {hall from tine to 


’ gime deem neceflary and require to be raifed for fepport= 


g the public credit and contingent expences ; and 
t the money which thall be paid from time to time 


‘by te ftate into the continental treafury on accoune 


of fi uota or apportionment, {hill be duly pafied ta 
fs t of fuch Rate on the Sid account, 
cope coat 4 Erect gin a Aa ara 
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